
The Cornerstone                                      

Jesus gives a wonderful invitation in Matthew 11:28-29: "Come to Me, all you who 
are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me ... and you will find rest for your souls. " This is an invite that no one 
should refuse. There are no strings attached. Anyone who is dog-tired wants rest. 

It is like someone who has been doing yard work for two hours in the middle of the 
day being thirsty. A neighbor comes out and offers a big glass of iced tea. Would 
any sane person refuse the tea? Unless one is a diabetic, it would be accepted with 
gratitude and quickly enjoyed. 

 

Now some might be leery of Jesusõ offer. After all, He is God is the flesh. He is all-
powerful. He is the greatest figure in the history of the world and does not want to 
be bothered by anyone. Yet he invites the weary to come to Him. Jesus gives good 
reason to come to Him. 

 

When quoting Matthew 11, I put an ellipsis (those dots after "from Me") that show 
that I had omitted some words. The missing words "for I am gentle and humble of 
heart" should cause us to marvel at our Savior. He could have said, "If you know 
what is best for you, you better rest in Me." Instead, He states that He is gentle and 
humble. If the King of Kings draws attention to this attribute, then it should be 
seen in His followers. 

 

His gentleness provides rest to those who are weary of their sin and life in the a 
fallen world. So the fruit of gentleness seen in us will bring refreshment to others 
who are in need of comfort and encouragement. Gentleness is not an option that 
Christian may simply choose to show if they feel like it. Paul states in Philippians 
4:5, "Let your gentleness be evident to all." Even the fiery Peter encouraged believ-
ers to speak about the Christian hope with gentleness. Christian are to be exemplary 
gentle men and women. May Christõs gentleness be seen in us to the glory of God. 

 

Gently serving you, 

Pastor Gillikin 
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First Presbyterian 
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The First Presbyterian 

Church of Weaverville,  

North Carolina exists to 

praise and magnify the 

name of God, bringing 

people to Christ and 

uniting them with the  

Covenant Family,  

developing them to 

Christ-like maturity and 

equipping them for  

ministry to the     

Church and to 

the world. 

Send in your photos 
é.é baby pictures, 

school picture,  
band pictures, 
grandchildren, 
sports, etcéé. 

 

Donõt forget to  
send in your         

favorite recipes.  



The Missions Conference was held from Saturday, April 27 through Wednesday, May 1, 1983.  The missionaries had  
displays set up so others could visualize the work they were doing in foreign places.  Missionaries present included: Dr. 
Aquila, Olin and Jean Coleman, Merle and June Dye, Margie Fairweather, Miriam Gebb, Al and Kathy Harrell, Catherine 
Peeke, Roger and Diane Smalling and Don and Jeanne Smith.  Various church members housed and fed these faithful 
servants along with some meals shared at the church.  There were presentations, panels and programs for youth and 
adults.  The Smallings did ventriloquism!  There were also videos of the work.  What a wonderful time of sharing. 
 

In May 1983, Pastor Warren wrote about exciting things going on at WPC: 

 *steady growth 

 *giving went from $88,000 in 1980 to $153,190 in 1983. 

 *one year anniversary of the coming of Rusty and Jan Harper 

 *WPC contributing to 16 missionaries two of whom were long time members ~ Rick Sawyer and          
    Bonnie (Brawand) Lafitte 

 *God has blessed WPC with lots of children         
 

Because of this growth there was a need for some expansion so a Long Range Plan was developed. 

The session approved the Long Range Planning Committee appointed by the Deacons.  This committee met diligently 
beginning in September 1982 both individually and with a planning architect.  The most pressing needs, dealt with in 
Phase I were deemed to be upgrading the nursery, rest rooms and parking facilities.  The limit for Phase I was to be 
$22,000.  A building fund was established (for gifts over and above regular giving) and a separate bank account òFirst 
Presbyterian Church of Weaverville Building Fundó.  The proposed plans and the Phase I cost were presented to the 
congregation by way of a brochure on 5/15/1983, as well as being mailed to every member of the congregation.   

The entire Long Range Development Plan included expansion of the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall, construction   
of a new building for Youth Fellowship activities and a new entrance from the parking lot level to the Sanctuary for an 
estimated cost of $893,000.  These plans were not realized.  What did take place was the relocation of the Pastor and his 
family to a residence off campus so the Manse could be remodeled to accommodate administrative offices and a confer-
ence area, a new entrance vestibule providing rest rooms on the level of the Sanctuary (1990), moving the nursery to a 
renovated area in the Manse basement (1983) and a new parking lot west of the Sanctuary.  The kitchen and restrooms  
in the Fellowship Hall were also renovated.   

If you have a     

picture you would 

like for us to 

òGuess Who This 

Isó please bring it 

to the church office 

or email it to the 

office (all pictures 

will be returned    

to owner.) 

from òArchivesó  

Can you guess who this is? 
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Last month:                 

Margaret Dillard .. age 21 



Missionaries of  the Month ~ Al & Kathy Harrell 
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Here is a list of local missions that our church participates in.  If you 

are interested in getting involved please contact the church member(s) 

listed below. 

 

*ABCCM  ï Sheryl Olsen or Joyce Fisher   *NBSM  ï Barbara Rogers    

*Senior Meals Site ï Sue Lever     *Gifts of Grace ï Jill Britton     

*New Directions ï Dave & Bridget Walls 

*North Buncombe Community ESL Project ï Sue Lever  

*Samaritanôs Purse ï Jim Rogers or Golden Friends     

*Weaverville Union Meetings ï WIC Council    

Local Missions 2011 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thanks for praying as Al went to India  to minister at  Bharat  Bible College and Logos Theological  Semi-
nary  for  the 12th  time!   He taught courses in Christian Education, Theology of Missions, the Pentateuch, 
and Pastoral Counseling.  There were a total of 92 students that wrote exams in these courses.  Of course 
that meant lots of  grading but he was wise and left an extra day in his schedule to complete this.  He had the opportunity to speak in  
11 chapel sessions  with the total student body of 160.  All the chapel sessions were from the beatitudes in the  sermon on the mount.   
He also ministered at  3 church services sharing from the books of  Joshua  and Judges.   The Director even asked him to teach an  
evening school class on  Christology!   In all, he spoke 53 times  during his 18 days in India!  This was probably the busiest time he 
had ever spent in India.  During his time there they also celebrated the  65th  anniversary of the  independence of India.  The Nazarine 
Christian School which is also on campus (they have over 700 students) put on a colorful display of marching,  singing and  dancing!    
The Hindus send their children to this school because of the high quality of education and the discipline at the school.  They do  this  
knowing their  children will be  taught  about  Christ.  Pray for the teachers for boldness in sharing their faith and for many of these 
young people to encounter Him as personal Savior! 
 
Family news: Brian and Becky and family arrived home on furlough from Mozambique on June 17th.  They will be here until they 
return in April.  They have settled in Concord NC so that  Andrew,  Dylan, Janna Kate, and Micah might get to know their 7 cousins  
that are  in the area.  Richard and Megan  went to Nampa,  Idaho in July and August and were officially accepted as candidates with 
Missionary Aviation  Fellowship.  The icing on the cake is that they were assigned to  Lesotho  which is a small  country in the middle 
of South Africa.   They will be  servicing aids patients  in the area!    We will have two sons in Africa.   Our oldest, Tim asked if we 
were going to be moving to Africa also!  No plans on moving but we might be motivated to visit!  Pray for Brian and Becky for a good 
time of  being refreshed  in the Lord and  through  Family and friends while on furlough.  They will be returning to Mozambique to con-
tinue church planting among the Makua Nahara  people group.   Pray for Richard and Megan  that God will  raise up those who will  
pray for them and  partner  with them in the  ministry.  Their goal is to see the Lord bring in their full support in a yearôs time! 
 
Thanks  again  for your  prayers and  faithful support  over the  years.   Some of you have been with us for the  whole 36 years  of our 
ministry!    May God continue to bless you to be a blessing in your own Jerusalem! 
 
In His Service, 
                                      HIM address:573 Fairview Road Asheville, NC28803 
The Harrells                  Home Address: 69 Alexander Road , Weaverville NC 28787 

ESL basic classes will begin Monday, September 12 

at 6:30 pm.  We desperately need volunteers for 

childcare up through 6th grade.  All classes are held  

at the First  Baptist Church in Weaverville.  For ques-

tions please contact the church office or Sue Lever. 

Itôs time to feed the NB Football Team again.  One BIG 

change this year is that they can bring the team to usé.we 

can feed them here in the Fellowship Hall.  The date is 

Friday, September 23 at 3:00 pm.  Weôll feed about 50 

people.  We will serve spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert and 

a drink.  If your interested in helping please sign-up on the 

tear-off sheet and place it in the offertory plate.  This is an 

amazing opportunity to be a witness for these kids é.some 

never go to church, therefore miss hearing the Word of 

God.  For questions email or call Elaine in the church of-

fice. 



Thank you ~ from James MacDonald 
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Weaverville Presbyterian Church, 

 

   This summer I went back down to Orlando, Florida with Campus Out-

reach, the ministry Iôm involved with at Carolina. Although it was the 

same Summer Orlando Project (ñProjectò) as last summer, 2011 was a 

completely different experience than 2010. Before I say anything else 

about what God did through this project, I just want to thank each member 

of the Church for your generous support. Not only financially, but also in 

prayers. Prayer is something I struggle to be faithful in, along with many other things, but I am always thankful 

for your continued letters and emails reminding me of your faithful prayers. 
 

   Living in such a close proximity to four other men for two months is sure to show a brother a depth of his sin 

that he has never known, and last summer on Project that is exactly what happened to me. However, this sum-

mer, as the leader of the room, God began to show me even more of my sinful, dark and evil heart. Even as I 

continue to dwell on my sin too much, seeing more and more of my own sin showed me more and more of how 

glorious Christ is, and what incredible news the Gospel really is. Each week we had additional training as lead-

ers that the first year disciples didnôt have. One of the things we memorized was a definition of the ministryôs 

ñcrucial perspectiveò. That is, ñBiblical discipleship requires a constant dependence on the Holy Spirit demon-

strated by fervent prayer.ò While I was leading the guys in my room, God showed me how constant my depend-

ence on the Holy Spirit must be, and how important studying his Word is to that. He also showed how short I 

fall of this, and of fervent prayer. Even so, it was amazing to see God work when I did devote myself to prayer. 

Even in small things, like looking for someoneôs keys at SeaWorld at 11:00 pm. Yes, I was looking for keys that 

had fallen out of a pocket on a ride, and I remembered reading about how God wants us to need him for every-

thing, even the little things. I said a quick prayer, and low and behold, there were the keys. In big things as well, 

I saw God work through prayer, despite my unfaithfulness. The most obvious way I saw that was the spiritual 

development of the guys in my room, Eric (Univ. of North Florida), Dennis (UNC) and Kevin (NCSU). During 

the first week, I was blessed to see the clearest act of the Spirit I have ever seen in my life. Having coffee with 

Dennis he told me of how he was feeling unsure of his salvation, which he had though happened in 4th grade. 

After listening to him talk about his walk from 4th grade to his freshman year of college, his testimony sounded a 

lot like my own. I talked him through my own testimony, of growing up in a Gospel-teaching Church, but not 

experiencing salvation until college, and God convicted Dennis there, at Starbucks and he knew he wanted Je-

sus. After looking through some verses, God moved in his heart and he surrendered his life to Christ there in the 

parking lot of Starbucks in Kissimmee, Florida. Watching him as he was talking, and looking at the Word, 

namely Romans 6:23, I have never seen the Holy Spirit so at work. 
 

   I could write pages of how God worked on the hearts of 150 college students this year in Orlando, and after 

this semester back at Carolina it will be even more clear of how God is building laborers for His kingdom. Disci-

ples that want to make more disciples. Disciples that are soul-ed out for God, committed to serving Him in every 

part of life, even beyond a college ministry, or a few short years in their twenties. To sum up the summer in just 

one sentence, God showed me how crucial it is to be in constant dependence on His Spirit, and how important 

fervent prayer and faithful time in His word is, but that the truth of the Gospel means my citizenship in Heaven 

is never in jeopardy no matter how miserably I fail at either of those things, thanks to the work of Jesus Christ on 

the Cross. 

 

James MacDonald  /  515 Hinton James Drive  /  Room 509A  /  Chapel Hill, NC 27514   
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Community Salt & Light Opportunity 

Art in AutumnArt in Autumn   

Saturday, September 17, 2011Saturday, September 17, 2011   

Feed the ArtistsFeed the Artists   
 

This will be the 5th year for Weavervilleõs annual outdoor art show, Art in Autumn. Last year we made and 

delivered 200 box lunches to the artists, musicians and volunteers. Everyone involved in this project was blessed 

by the time we spent together ministering to the community.  We hope you will participate this year in whatever 

way God leads you. 

We need volunteers to:We need volunteers to:  

*Assemble simple sandwiches or wraps 

*Bake or provide cookies or brownies  

*Pack a box lunch with a wrap, fruit and a cookie or brownie  

*Take the lunches to the artists 

Please consider volunteering for this project. This is a simple way for us to show Christõs 

love in a practical way to those who may not know Him. And invite your friends who may 

want to see the show and visit with the artists!  

Shift length: 2 hours maxShift length: 2 hours max  

For more info, contact Lynda Sondles 775.2499 or LyndaSondles@gmail.com 

 

Pictures from previous  

Art-in-Autumn events. 

New Direction Farm              PO Box 968 / Mars Hill, NC 28754 / 828-689-4850 

Dear Friends,         August 4, 2011 
 

Thank you for your recent donation 
to New Direction Farm.  We greatly 
appreciate your help in this 
mission on the mountain.   
 

We have new houseparent's f rom 
Florida moving in on the 18th.  We 
dragged our feet posting the job as 
our past experience even using 
Christ ian si tes has been 
calamitous to say the least.  We 
just kept praying that God would 
send someone.  In the meantime 
this couple have had in their 
hearts to move somewhere out of 
Florida and begin organic farming.  

Ashevil le NC, specif ical ly north of 
Ashevil le was placed on their 
hearts.  They cal led a church in 
South Ashevil le and they directed 
them to a church in Weavervi l le 
which just so happened to be our 
church.  As they were sharing 
about their l ives with our pastor 
they mentioned being 
houseparent 's in the past and 
loving that work at which point he 
said ñwe have some folks who are 
presently looking for 
houseparent'sò and the rest is 
history.  We have talked or 
corresponded via email every day 
and have a great peace that this is 

a couple cal led here to work with 
us.  God is good and so much 
more able than a job placement 
site. 
 

We are busy canning crops.  A 
youth group spent last week with 
us and we put up 42 quarts of 
vegetable soup.  This week i t  is 
three bean salad and salsas.  
Seven boys wil l  be moving in on 
August 23 to begin a new yearé 
five are new, two are veterans.  
Thank you for partnering with us. 
 

In Christ, 
Al l  of us on the mountain 
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JAARS Card Calendar Ministry ~ itõs time to 

start putting together the 2012 missionary 

calendars.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall 

on September 5, 6, 12, 20 & 26 from 10:00

-3:00 pm and September 19  from 12:00 -3:00 

pm.  Come for an hour or stay the whole time.  

Used cards of any kind are also needed.  You 

can drop them off either in the Fellowship Hall 

or in the Church Office.  For questions please 

contact the church office.  

JAARS Closet (located in the first 
Sunday school room to your right 
coming from the Fellowship Hall) is   
Open! Please donate clean new or 
used clothing, linens, toys, jewelry, 
games (with all the pieces). Please 
put  into containers that are easy to 
load into vans. Thank you!!! 

Joe & Gwen Stradley ~ 

Frank & Jo Annõs son 

and daughter-in-law 

*5 months pregnant* 

Frank & Jo Ann Stradley children, their spouses and 

grandchildren at Joe & Gwen wedding on July 24, 2010. 

Mission Emphasis Sunday will be Sep-
tember 18.  Missionaries Mark Dye 
and Richard & Megan Harrell will be 
speaking.  The adult Sunday school 
classes will meet in the Sanctuary at 
9:45.  There will be a covered dish 
luncheon afterwards for all to attend 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

John, Laura and the twins 

Thomas & Sarah (age 6). 



2011 WIC Events 

Circle Meetings 

Gifts of  Grace 

September 25 ~ WIC 
Council meeting 
 

October 16 ~ WIC 
Council meeting  
 

October 22 ~ WIC Fall 
Retreat at Covenant 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church 

 

 
 

October 24 ~ WIC   
Union meeting here ~ 
7:00 pm 
 

November 20 ~ WIC 
Council meeting 
 

December 3 ~ WIC 
Christmas Banquet ~ 
4:00-6:00 pm 
 

December 18 ~ WIC 
Council meeting  

Here are a few pictures of 
pillows that Gifts of Grace 
has made for Solace (for 
Hospice patients).   They 
have made around 200 so 
far.  One picture is of Mr. 
Johnson receiving some of 
the pillows. 

Circle #2 ~ 1:00 

September 6  

Conference Room 

Circle #1 ~ 1:00  
September 13  

Conference Room 

Circle #3 ~ 6:30 

September 6 

Fellowship Hall 
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WIC Officers 
President:   

Tena Cole 
 

Vice-President:  

Jennifer Smith 
 

Secretary/Treasurer:  

Jo Ann Stradley 
 

Christian Growth:          

Carol McAbee  

WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY 
  

The SonShiners Womenõs Bible Study 

will  resume on September 9, 2011, 

beginning at 9:30AM and ending at 

11:30AM. This is a 13 -week study of 

the Book of Exodus.  The study guide, 

entitled Slavery to Servant - hood by 

John H. White, are available from the 

church office for $10.00.  
 

All women are invited to join the 

study.  It is not necessary to be  

Presbyterian!  Suggested reading   

BEFORE September 9 includes the 

whole Book of Exodus in the Bible of 

your choice.  The study begins there 

and ends  having traced the exodus 

throughout the Old and New         

Testaments.  
 

So collect your jewelry and       

unleavened bread; grab your staff  

and sandals.  Water up the camel.  

òDepartureó is in 6 weeks. 



Persecuted Church 
Remember the prisoners as if chained with them ~ those who are 
mistreated ~ since you yourselves are in the body also.  Heb. 13:3 
 
Pray for Sudan ~ Now that it has gained its independence, a 
government has to be formed.  There is still disagreement over 
boundaries. 
 
Pray for Israel ~ David and Leah Ortiz nearly lost their son in an 
attack prompted by their evangelistic work.  They forgave their 
attacker and continue to demonstrate the love of Christ to their 
Jewish and Muslim neighbors.  Pray for them and for others who 
follow Jesus in Israel. 
 
Pray for Colombia ~ Christians who are bold enough to serve in 
regions controlled by leftist armies face constant danger.  Those 
who live there desperately need the hope of Jesus.  Pray that God 
will use his servants to penetrate even the darkest jungles of 
Colombia with His love.  Pray that Christian radio broadcasts will 
reach into the hearts of leftist guerrillas. 
 
Pray for Indonesia ~ Each month churches are shut down and 
Christians forced to worship elsewhere.  A Muslim mob attacked 
the Batak Christian Protestant Church on August 8, 2010.  The 
believers responded by proclaiming òHallelujah!ó.  Pray for this 
church and many others like it in Indonesia that have been closed, 
attacked and harassed. 

Page 8  The Corners tone                                      Sep tember  2011     

James Emory and his step-dad David. 

Lauren Ross 

Granddaughter of Gordon & Eileen 

Moore ~ High School graduation.  

Going to Miami of Ohio University. 

Weatherly  

daughter 

of Frank 

& Jo Ann 

Stradley 

Help Support our Covenant Children 

The North Buncombe Marching Band is having a Flea 
Market from 7:00 am �² 12:00 noon at the Methodist 
Church on Saturday, September 10.  They will also 
have a BBQ dinner that evening starting at 5:00 pm at 
the Methodist Church.  A concert, given by the band, 
will be at 7:00 pm between the Methodist and Baptist 
churches.  At the BBQ they are offering a vegetarian 
choice this year �² instead of  BBQ the main item is a 
Portobello mushroom, with the sides, dessert and bev-
erage.   All our band kids will have tickets �² Elijah 
Frisby, Suzette Soule, Emily Jones & Ellie Jones.  
Come out and support our covenant children. 


