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The Cornerstone  

 

On Being a Missionary 
 
This church has a great history of support for missions and sending out its 
own. I will name a few for you: David Parks, Rick Sawyer, Catherine Peeke, 
and Miriam Gebb as well as others whom I am forgetting or do not know 
about have gone out to foreign countries to tell others about Jesus. 
 

The first article in this series was titled "On Being Influential." In June 2007 I 
wrote: 
 

Ȭ*ÅÓÕÓ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÒÍÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ -ÏÕÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ (Å ÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ ΅9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ 
the light of the earth" and "You are the light of the world." He goes on to 
explain, "Let you light shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.". . . Being salt and light is tough. It 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÐÅÒÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÏÖÅÒÆÌÏ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ 
People should see the fruit of the Spirit. Christians are to speak the truth in 
love. We are to serve because our Savior came and served us first. We must 
ÂÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÕÓȢȭ 
 

Here is a one sentence summary of the previous paragraph: All Christians 
are to be missionaries each day as they live out the Gospel. 
 

Granted some are called by God to serve as missionaries away from home, 
but every believer has a mission field in which they are to daily minister. It 
ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÉÖÅ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÌÉÆÅȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ȬÇÏÏÄȭ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ 
are not believers. We must, as missionaries, tell people the Gospel. As 
scholar William Mounce writes, the Gospel is that "God has acted in grace 
and mercy through the death of Christ with an offer of forgiveness, to 
which people must respond in faith, turning from evil, receiving 
ÅÍÐÏ×ÅÒÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȢ΅  
 

This is what we have the joy of telling others. We have the high calling of 
being Jesus witnesses! May we do so each day. 
 

Being a missionary with you, 
 

Pastor Gillikin 

The First Presbyterian 

Church of Weaverville,  

North Carolina exists to 

praise and magnify the 

name of God, bringing 

people to Christ and 

uniting them with the 

Covenant Family, devel-

oping them to Christ-like 

maturity and equipping 

them for ministry to  

the Church and to  

the world. 
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There is a Menõs Bible Study available for all men who are interested.  They meet 

every Thursday  morning at 7:00 am at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Mars Hill.  

Hope to see  you there. 

 

Richie Olsen and his Sunday Morning Prayer Group meet the first Sunday of 

each month at 11:00 am in the Church Office Conference Room.  They pray about the 

worship service, the pastor, the congregation and other prayer request.  This prayer 

group is open to everyone.   

 
ARCHIVES - Fall Schedule - November 30 & December 28 only - Monday from 
9:00-1:00 pm.  You may also call for an appointment at 658-1957.   

 
Donõt forget to bring non-perishable food items for North Buncombe Samaritan 
Ministries (NBSM).  You can bring your items and put them in the church foyer or 
the church office.  This is an ongoing ministry in our church. 

 
The ESL Project meets at the First Baptist Church on Main Street every Monday eve-
ning from 6:30-8:30 with 10-25 students.   Tutors and child care persons are needed.  
The PCA/Weaverville is to provide 2-3 tutors from 8:00-8:45pm the third Monday of 
each month.  Child care on the third Monday is also the Presbyterian Churchõs respon-
sibility.  Volunteers are greatly needed on these days, as many days we have had no one 
show up to work.  Those wishing to work with the children need to arrive at 6:15pm 
and plan to stay until 8:45pm.  There are lots of toys and learning opportunities for 
the children.  If anyone is interested, please contact Sue Lever or the church office. 

 
Read the Today booklets online for FREE.  Go to  www.thisistoday.net  and they 
will send you a daily devotional right to your email. 

 
Family Night Supper  ~ Wednesday Evenings at 5:30 pm ~ All are welcomed ~ 
PRICE: Adult - $4.00éChildren under 12 - $3.00 éMaximum per family - 
$12.00éChildren under 6 eat freeé1st visit for anyone is FREE ~ Please sign-up    
on the tear-off sheet in your bulletin and place it in the offertory plate. 
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MISSIONARIES OF THE MONTH 
James & Bonnie Buckner 

Mission to the World 
13 Lotus Road / Fairview Park 

Yuen Long, NT / Hong Kong, SAR 

jbuckner@psmail.net / bbuckner@psmail.net  
 

 

 

 
Family Update 
  

     I, (James) had a safe and happy reunion with Joe in Oakland, David in Boone, NC, and my mom in 

Asheville, August 25 to September 15.  It was great to get a feel of where Joe lives, works, and plays 

soccer.  J  David is working hard at Caldwell Community College in Boone and has applied to ASU.   

He should hear in November if he is accepted or not.  Joseph travels to visit David and my mom, 24-29 

October.  May this be a special time for the two brothers, and a meaningful reunion between Joe and 

Grandma.  They have not seen each other since Josephôs graduation from Wheaton in 2004. 
         Mom and I had a great time together.  We shared daily devotions and prayers; visited family and friends, attend church 

services for three Sundays, and of course ate like kings and queens. She and I shared the cooking chores as we feasted for 

ten days.  She celebrates her 86th birthday in December. 
     Back in Hong Kong, Ruth began a painting course at Hong Kong Baptist University in October.   We and she are pleased 

with how her painting is improving.  She has sold three paintings. We continue to ask the Lord to give Ruth more friends 

and more work. 

     I am very grateful for Bonnie who held down the fort while I was away in the USA.  She now volunteers to work at 

CIMI, a China focused organization, on Tuesdays, and on Thursdays meets with her Precept  Bible study group. 

 

Ministry Update  
  
     We have now completed one year of life and ministry here in Fairview Park, Yuen Long.  We thank the Lord for all the 

many new friends He has given us:  Nancy, the Heungs, Barry and Linda, Jack & Miranda, the Harrisons, Sai Fong, Chris, 

Viktor & Vivian, Vincent and Irene, Evert, Jenifer, etc.  Last week, Grandma Wong took Bonnie by the hand as they 

walked around the block.  Such kindness to a stranger in a foreign land is priceless.  Our house group continues to meet 

every other Wednesday.  Most who attend are already churched but we still need grace as we minister to them.  Thanks for 

continuing to pray for Chris, the policeman, to come to faith! 

     Last week, Paul Taylor, our MTW Asia Area Director, was able to call us from the Philippines to discuss how things are 

going and the way forward.  We are grateful for his insight and counsel as we consider how we should focus our efforts in 

the coming year. 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

October 25 ï James speaks at Discovery Bay International 

Community Church 
 

Oct. 31 ïNov. 1 -  Bonnie attends a womenôs retreat with Evangelical 

Community Church 
 

November 8 ï James speaks at Hong Kong Baptist University Church 




