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The Cornerstone  

 

On Being a Missionary 
 
This church has a great history of support for missions and sending out its 
own. I will name a few for you: David Parks, Rick Sawyer, Catherine Peeke, 
and Miriam Gebb as well as others whom I am forgetting or do not know 
about have gone out to foreign countries to tell others about Jesus. 
 

The first article in this series was titled "On Being Influential." In June 2007 I 
wrote: 
 

‘Jesus speaks clearly in the Sermon on the Mount when He states, "You are 
the light of the earth" and "You are the light of the world." He goes on to 
explain, "Let you light shine before men, that they may see your good 
deeds and praise your Father in heaven.". . . Being salt and light is tough. It 
should be the supernatural overflow of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. 
People should see the fruit of the Spirit. Christians are to speak the truth in 
love. We are to serve because our Savior came and served us first. We must 
be ready to give an answer for the hope that is in us.’ 
 

Here is a one sentence summary of the previous paragraph: All Christians 
are to be missionaries each day as they live out the Gospel. 
 

Granted some are called by God to serve as missionaries away from home, 
but every believer has a mission field in which they are to daily minister. It 
is not enough to just live a good life. There are plenty of ‘good’ people who 
are not believers. We must, as missionaries, tell people the Gospel. As 
scholar William Mounce writes, the Gospel is that "God has acted in grace 
and mercy through the death of Christ with an offer of forgiveness, to 
which people must respond in faith, turning from evil, receiving 
empowerment through God’s Spirit, and looking forward to eternal life."  
 

This is what we have the joy of telling others. We have the high calling of 
being Jesus witnesses! May we do so each day. 
 

Being a missionary with you, 
 

Pastor Gillikin 

The First Presbyterian 

Church of Weaverville,  

North Carolina exists to 

praise and magnify the 

name of God, bringing 

people to Christ and 

uniting them with the 

Covenant Family, devel-

oping them to Christ-like 

maturity and equipping 

them for ministry to  

the Church and to  

the world. 
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There is a Men’s Bible Study available for all men who are interested.  They meet 

every Thursday  morning at 7:00 am at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Mars Hill.  

Hope to see  you there. 

 

Richie Olsen and his Sunday Morning Prayer Group meet the first Sunday of 

each month at 11:00 am in the Church Office Conference Room.  They pray about the 

worship service, the pastor, the congregation and other prayer request.  This prayer 

group is open to everyone.   

 
ARCHIVES - Fall Schedule - November 30 & December 28 only - Monday from 
9:00-1:00 pm.  You may also call for an appointment at 658-1957.   

 
Don’t forget to bring non-perishable food items for North Buncombe Samaritan 
Ministries (NBSM).  You can bring your items and put them in the church foyer or 
the church office.  This is an ongoing ministry in our church. 

 
The ESL Project meets at the First Baptist Church on Main Street every Monday eve-
ning from 6:30-8:30 with 10-25 students.   Tutors and child care persons are needed.  
The PCA/Weaverville is to provide 2-3 tutors from 8:00-8:45pm the third Monday of 
each month.  Child care on the third Monday is also the Presbyterian Church’s respon-
sibility.  Volunteers are greatly needed on these days, as many days we have had no one 
show up to work.  Those wishing to work with the children need to arrive at 6:15pm 
and plan to stay until 8:45pm.  There are lots of toys and learning opportunities for 
the children.  If anyone is interested, please contact Sue Lever or the church office. 

 
Read the Today booklets online for FREE.  Go to  www.thisistoday.net  and they 
will send you a daily devotional right to your email. 

 
Family Night Supper  ~ Wednesday Evenings at 5:30 pm ~ All are welcomed ~ 
PRICE: Adult - $4.00…Children under 12 - $3.00 …Maximum per family - 
$12.00…Children under 6 eat free…1st visit for anyone is FREE ~ Please sign-up    
on the tear-off sheet in your bulletin and place it in the offertory plate. 
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MISSIONARIES OF THE MONTH 
James & Bonnie Buckner 

Mission to the World 
13 Lotus Road / Fairview Park 

Yuen Long, NT / Hong Kong, SAR 

jbuckner@psmail.net / bbuckner@psmail.net  
 

 

 

 
Family Update 
  

     I, (James) had a safe and happy reunion with Joe in Oakland, David in Boone, NC, and my mom in 

Asheville, August 25 to September 15.  It was great to get a feel of where Joe lives, works, and plays 

soccer.  J  David is working hard at Caldwell Community College in Boone and has applied to ASU.   

He should hear in November if he is accepted or not.  Joseph travels to visit David and my mom, 24-29 

October.  May this be a special time for the two brothers, and a meaningful reunion between Joe and 

Grandma.  They have not seen each other since Joseph’s graduation from Wheaton in 2004. 
         Mom and I had a great time together.  We shared daily devotions and prayers; visited family and friends, attend church 

services for three Sundays, and of course ate like kings and queens. She and I shared the cooking chores as we feasted for 

ten days.  She celebrates her 86th birthday in December. 
     Back in Hong Kong, Ruth began a painting course at Hong Kong Baptist University in October.   We and she are pleased 

with how her painting is improving.  She has sold three paintings. We continue to ask the Lord to give Ruth more friends 

and more work. 

     I am very grateful for Bonnie who held down the fort while I was away in the USA.  She now volunteers to work at 

CIMI, a China focused organization, on Tuesdays, and on Thursdays meets with her Precept  Bible study group. 

 

Ministry Update 
  
     We have now completed one year of life and ministry here in Fairview Park, Yuen Long.  We thank the Lord for all the 

many new friends He has given us:  Nancy, the Heungs, Barry and Linda, Jack & Miranda, the Harrisons, Sai Fong, Chris, 

Viktor & Vivian, Vincent and Irene, Evert, Jenifer, etc.  Last week, Grandma Wong took Bonnie by the hand as they 

walked around the block.  Such kindness to a stranger in a foreign land is priceless.  Our house group continues to meet 

every other Wednesday.  Most who attend are already churched but we still need grace as we minister to them.  Thanks for 

continuing to pray for Chris, the policeman, to come to faith! 

     Last week, Paul Taylor, our MTW Asia Area Director, was able to call us from the Philippines to discuss how things are 

going and the way forward.  We are grateful for his insight and counsel as we consider how we should focus our efforts in 

the coming year. 

 

Dates to Remember 
 

October 25 – James speaks at Discovery Bay International 

Community Church 
 

Oct. 31 –Nov. 1 -  Bonnie attends a women’s retreat with Evangelical 

Community Church 
 

November 8 – James speaks at Hong Kong Baptist University Church 



 

Come join us the 2nd & 

4th Tuesday of each 

month from 10:00-3:00 

pm down in the Fellow-

ship Hall.  We knit, 

sew, quilt, etc…...for 

more information 

please call Jill Britton. 

 

Circle #1 -  

    Nov. 2 ~ 1:00 

 

Circle #2 -  

    Nov. 3 ~ 1:00 

 

Circle #3 -  

    Nov. 3 ~ 6:30 

 

November 15 at 

1:30 pm 

 

 
December 13 at 

1:30 pm 

Gifts of Grace             Circle Meeting            WIC Council  
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The Ladies Sunday school class (Nellie Dendy) is collecting one food item 

per member each week through Christmas for the ESL Hope Pantry.  Bring 

items to class on Sunday and they will be distributed at the Monday evening 

classes.  Muchas gracias!  

 
WISH LIST:  Gifts of  Grace needs some shelves for storage.  We would be 

most appreciative if  somebody(ies) would be willing to accomplish that for us. 

Women in the Church (WIC) 

Annual Christmas Dinner 
 

December 5, 2009  ~  5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
 

         Menu: Grilled Chicken w/rice, Salad, Rolls, Tea & Dessert 

Cost: $5.00 
 

Guest Speaker & Music: Elaine Brewer 
 

**Need ladies to decorate tables** 
 

RSVP by December 2nd to the church office or sign-up on the tear-off sheet in 

the bulletin and place it in the offertory plate on Sunday morning. 



Thank YOU Notes: 
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Thank you church family for all the many thoughtful expressing of love you 

have showed to our family during Bronieôs 5 1/2 year battle with cancer.  The 

food, cards, phone calls, flowers and visits just kept coming to us.  But the 

most heartfelt thanks are for all the prayers that went up for Bronie and each 

family member during his illness and death.  Without Godôs help this journey 

would have been an impossible one to have traveled.  Love to all of you,  The 
family Bronie Ramsey ~ Jean, Dwayne, Renee, Mike and Dennis 
 

How do I begin to thank our beloved church family for everything?  For your 

presence, your cards and flowers, your gifts of love, Skipôs beautiful and 

nourishing service, the music of Linda and Karen, the men who gave of their 

time and strength as Pallbearers, the many women who prepared and then 

served the incredibly delicious meal.  Our family was amazed at the loving 

support that we received.  So, how do we thank you?  From the bottom of 

our hearts!!  We will always remember your kindnesses in remembering us.  

Dick would have been so pleased.  Sincerely, with Love in Christ, Anita and 
Family 
 
To My Dear Church Family,   

I would like to Thank You all, from the bottom of my heart, for all the 

beautiful cards, the encouraging phone calls and most of all your unceasing 

prayers. With the Lord, your prayers and my wonderful Christian doctor, I 

will not need any further treatment. All the cancer was removed with the 

surgery.  Thank you so much.  In Christian Love,  Betty Smith  
 
Dear Church Family,   

There are not enough words to express my appreciation and love for all that 

you have done for me during my recent fall.  The many cards, flowers, food, 

phone calls and especially your prayers have truly raised my spirits.  I love 

you all so dearly.  Thank you,  Betty Dendy 



Upcoming 

Eventsé. 

November 6 ~ 

feeding the NB 

football team 

November 11 ~ Al 

Harrell guest 

speaker 

November 13&14 

~ Weaverville 

Methodist Christ-

mas Bizarre 

December 5 ~ 

Weaverville 

Christmas Parade 

~ 1:00 pm 

December 5 ~ 

WIC Christmas 

Banquet ~ 5:30-

7:30 pm 

December 13 ~ 

Candlelight Walk 

~ 6:00 pm 

December 20 ~ 

Officer Elections 

December 24 ~ 

Christmas Eve 

Service ~ 6:00 pm 

December 27 ~ 
Officer Installation 

90th Anniversary October 15, 2011é... 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Cookie & 

Punch Recep-

tion 

2 Circle #1  ~ 

1:00 
Ladies bible 

study, 7-9 pm 

3  Circle #2 ~ 

1:00 
 

Circle #3 ~  

6:30 

4Supper ~ 5:30 
Prayer meeting 

~ 6:30 

Choir ~ 6:30 

5 6  SonShiners 

Ladies Bible 

Study ~ 9:30-

11:30 am 

7 

8 
The Lordõs 

Supper 

 

Mission meeting 

9 Ladies bible 

study, 7-9 pm 

 
Session & 

Deacons 

meeting, 7:00 

10 
 

Ladies bible 

study, 7-9 pm 

11 

Supper ~ 5:30 
 

Prayer meeting 

~ 6:30 
 

Choir ~ 6:30 

12 13 

 
SonShiners 

Ladies Bible 

Study ~ 9:30-

11:30 am 

14 

15 
WIC meeting, 

1:30 pm 

 
Small Group 

dinner, 6:00 pm 

16   

 
Ladies bible 

study, 7-9 pm 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 
Prayer meeting 

~ 6:30 

 

Choir ~ 6:30 

19 20 

 
SonShiners 

Ladies Bible 

Study ~ 9:30-

11:30 am 

21 

22 
Community 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner, 7:00 

pm ~ here at 

the church 

23   

 
Ladies bible 

study, 7-9 pm 

24 

 
Samaritanõs 

Purse trip to 

Boone 

25 

 

Office closed 

26 27 

 

Office closed 

28 

29 

Advent begins 

30 

 

 

 

 

    

November 2009 

The Session has approved the Celebration of 

Weaverville Presbyterian Churches 90th Anniversary 

in 2011.  It’s not too soon to begin planning for this 

event as time slips away before we realize it.  We will 

need chairpersons and committees and everything 

that’s needed to bring this event together successfully. 
 

Please be thinking about what part you would like to have in this 

celebration. 
 

From Session minutes back in 1983 (...the Session has set the 

Saturday closest to the 15th of October each year as the date of our 

Annual Church Homecoming & Dinner-on-the-Grounds event.)   
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We have had a donation of used and new Testament tapes read by 
Cliff Barrows.  It is the New King James Version.  A tape player is 
available if needed also.  Call Elaine if you would like to borrow 
these tapes. 

 
Milk jugs (with the lids) are needed for our Candlelight Walk and 
other church events.  You may leave your milk jugs down in the Fel-
lowship Hall or church office. 
 
There will be NO Family Night Supper until December 9, which will 
be our annual Christmas meal. 
 
There will be NO prayer meeting/bible study or adult choir practice 
on Wednesday, November 25. 

 Income &  

Expense Report  
  Sept. 2009 

 MTD (month to 

date) 

YTD (year to date) 

Revenues   

  Tithes & Offerings $19,905.60 $215,028.51 

   

Expenses    

  Staff 12,677.35 111,314.39 

  Church Facilities 6,593.23 48,388.24 

  Music Ministries 262.34 2076.62 

  Ministries 978.39 22,453.54 

  Mission Ministries 6,075.89 45,490.24 

  Local Ministries 3,262.00 10,186.00 

  PCA Obligations 2,850.00 7,250.00 

Total Expenses $32,699.20 $247,159.03 

PRAYER BAND:  

If you are not on 

the email list or 

phone call list to 

receive our twice 

weekly prayer 

band and would 

like to be..please 

let Elaine 

(church office) or 

Sigrid Bollfrahs 

know. 
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Classes  6 13 20 27   

Men 10 11 11 10   

Ladies 15 17 10 15   

Adult 5 4 6 5   

Adult 11 13 13 15   

Choir 12 12 12 12   

Senior High 6 8 9 6   

Junior 1 4 2 3   

Preschool 3 3 3 3   

      

Sunday School Attendance        September 09 

Churches  
Website  

 
www.fpcwea
verville.org  

 

Who is it?  

A Sunday school teacher asked her class of     
kindergarteners to draw pictures of the manger 
scene at Bethlehem. The children quickly and 
eagerly began to color. The teacher walked 
around the room observing each picture in     
progress. She was puzzled by something she  
saw in one little boyõs picture. In one of its    
corners was a very plump, jolly -looking fellow.   
 
òBobby, whoõs this person?ó she asked, pointing 
to the portly character.   
 

òWhy, thatõs Round John Virgin!ó Bobby replied.  
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November & December Nursery Schedule 
 
 

     Worship Service       Sunday School 
 

Nov. 1 Steve & Lagatha Russell   James & Kaylyn Emory 

Nov. 8 Jim & Sandra Tweed    Steve & Nan Gregory 

Nov. 15 Dot Bethea & Steve Blevins    

Nov. 22 Henry & Betty Dendy    Kathy Gillikin 

Nov. 29 Frank & Jo Ann Stradley   Bonnie Towe 

 

Dec. 6 Dot Bethea & Steve Blevins   Sigrid Bollfrahs & Jill Britton 

Dec. 13 Donnie & Jennifer Parsell   Jason & Mandy Marshall 

Dec. 20 Richard & Jennifer Smith   Walt & Maxine Nelson 

Dec. 27 Kathy Gillikin & Isabel Cole   Dot Bethea 

Greeters for November 
 

Elder Mark Sondles & Deacon Herb Edmonds 
 

Circle #2:   
1 ~ Bonnie Towe & Helen Pritchett,  8 ~ Jill Britton & Margaret 
Dillard,  15 ~ Maxine Nelson & Nell Jean McDarris,  22 ~ Helen 
Pritchett & Bonnie Towe,  29 ~ Margaret Dillard & Jill Britton  

SESSION: 
   

Austin Cole, Clerk (645-0468) 

Steve Blevins (645-8761)  

Gordon Moore (658-3446) 

Frederick Ray (689-2396) 

Tom Ray (689-3486)  

Mark Sondles (775-3121) 
   

DIACONATE: 
   

Jim Rogers,Chairman(645-6746)  

Herb Edmonds (484-9662) 

James Emory (658-0344) 

Buddy Fisher (645-9743)  

Don MacMillan (337-8044) 

Richard Smith (645-4960) 

Frank Stradley (299-7510) 

Jim Tweed (645-3166) 

DUTY DEACON:     
 

Nov. Buddy Fisher 

 

VAN DRIVER :    
 

Nov.   

 

COUNT MONEY: 
 

Nov. Jim Tweed & James Emory 

       Communion Nov. 8  
 

         Austin Cole & Gordon Moore 



Page 10 November 2009                                                             

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΩǎ 
  1 - John VanderElzen 
  2 - Wes Hurni 
  4 - Heidi Patterson (4) 
10 - Irene Harwood  
10 - Mandy Marshall 
11 - Jan Cole 
11 - Kathy Gillikin 
13 - John Soule 
16 - Ron Godat 
16 - Judy Spangler 
17 - Mary Jane Cooper 
19 - Libby Rogers 
19 - Susan Smith 
21 - Edward Cole 
21 - Mary Whitson 
22 - Betty Dendy 
25 - Margaret Brigman 
25 - Paul Clauhs 
29 - Tony Rogers 

 

Missionary November Birthdayõs  
 

   1 - Susan Jett    2 - Ann Dye 14 - Ruth Buckner (24)  

19 - Nathaniel Sabin (20)  20 - Miriam Gebb  

20 - Arnie Gustafson      24 - Benjamin Lesondak ( 27) 

 

At Home Shut-Ins: 
 

Sarah Glasgow: 645-3807 
    109 Sherwood Drive 

     Weaverville, NC 28787 
       

Ed Hemphill: 658-1608 
    975 Reems Creek Road 

     Weaverville, NC 28787 

 
Christine Hemphill: 252-2803 

    7 Westwood Road 

     Asheville, NC 28804 

 

Lucile Penley: 225-5095 
    15 Wildwood Avenue / Apt. 1 

    Asheville, NC 28804 
     

Dan Ray: 645-3171 
    64 Alexander Road 

    Weaverville, NC 28787 
     

Audrey Thomas: 645-6757 
    197 Monticello Road 

     Weaverville, NC 28787 

      
 
 

Nursing Home &  
Retirement Residents 

 

Mae Kennedy & Margaret     

Roberts: 645-4297 
         Brian Center 

        78 Weaver Blvd. 

        Weaverville, NC 28787 

          
Lillian Crawford & Cora Ellen 

Gebb: 254-9675 
        Baptist Retirement Home 

        213 Richmond Hill Drive 

        Asheville, NC 28806 

          
Mary Higgins & Mickey Le-

Clerg 
        Aston Park 

        380 Brevard Road 

        Asheville, NC 28806 

 
Hink Ausband & Wanda Moye 
       Emerald Ridge 

       25 Reynolds Mtn. Blvd. 

       Asheville, NC 28804 

November  Anniversaries 
 

  2 - Alan & Sandy Sonner (24 years) 
  3 - Al & Kathy Harrell (36 years) 
  6 - Don & Diane MacMillan (37 years) 
14 - Tony & Libby Rogers (28 years) 
22 - Jim & Sandra Tweed (40 years) 
26 - Calvin & Susan Jett (missionaries ~ 29 years) 
28 - John & Amanda Soule 
29 - Mark & Annemarie Dye (missionaries ~ 23 years) 

December Birthdayõs 
3 - Annie Schruckmayr 

6 - Sheryl Olsen 

7 - Richard Brooks 

7 - Aimee Patterson 

11 - Frank Stradley 

12 - Ambra Garrison 

15 - Sue Lever 
20 - Zoe Schruckmayr (5) 

21 - Jessica Myers 

27 - Richard Olsen 

30 - Jim Rogers 


