
The Cornerstone                                      

Yes, it was a glorious event. My daughter was beautiful as was her mother. I only choked up once, 
when Kelly looked up to me as she repeated her vows. I enjoyed being the father of the bride. It 
was a once-in-a-lifetime occasion as she is my only daughter. I have been blessed to be her father 
for over 21 years. I joyfully pronounced them man and wife and encouraged Isaiah to kiss his wife 
(and he certainly took advantage of that). 

In the afterglow of the wedding, I treasure many memories of the festivities. I have also reflected on 
what it means to be the father of the bride. The wedding is a time of rejoicing over a man and a 
woman being united before family and friends in a ceremony designed to bring glory to God. The 
tiny child I once rocked to sleep now has a different last name. Another man is responsible for her. 

Revelation 21:1-7 tells us the church is the bride of Christ. God is the ultimate Father of the bride. He 
is so much better than being a father than I could ever be. (The last statement is the greatest 
example of an understatement you will ever read.) God is the One who prepares the bride for the 
groom. He dresses the church with the righteousness of His Son Jesus. God comes to live with His 
people. He is not distant, but close and intimate with them. God claims the church as His people 
and He Himself will be their God. 

Verse 4 notes that God provides true comfort by wiping away every tear. He restores the fallen 
world to perfection, so there "will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain for the old order 
of things" will pass away. God the Father provides without coss to the bride true satisfaction which 
the passage calls the "water of life." By His grace the church overcomes and receives a great 
inheritance of eternal life in the presence of the Father. 

While I was thrilled to be the father of the bride a few weeks ago, I am more elated to have the 
God who created and rules over all things to be my Father. Are you? 

Rejoicing in the Father with you, 

Pastor Gillikin 

On Being Father of  the Bride...and more 
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If you have a  picture you 

would like for us to 

òGuess Who This Isó 

please bring it to the 

church office or email it to 

the office (all pictures will 

be returned to owner.) 

Can you guess who this is? 
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Last month:                      

Henry Dendy (age 18) 

Local Missions 2011 
Here is a list of local missions that our church participates in.  If you 

are interested in getting involved please contact the church member(s) 

listed below. 

 

*ABCCM  ï Sheryl Olsen or Joyce Fisher   *NBSM  ï Barbara Rogers    

*Senior Meals Site ï Sue Lever     *Gifts of Grace ï Jill Britton     

*New Directions ï Dave & Bridget Walls 

*Samaritanôs Purse ï Jim Rogers or Golden Friends     

*Weaverville Union Meetings ï WIC Council    

The Community Thanksgiving 
Service will be Sunday,           

November 20 at Christ United 
Methodist Church off  25/70.  
The service begins at 7:00 pm 

with a community choir         
rehearsal at 6:00 pm. 

Brian & Becky Harrell will be guest  
speaking on Wednesday, November 16   

at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.      
Mark your calendar. 
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Thank you notesé.. 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful 
flowers sent for my dadôs funeral.  It was 
so much more than a bouquet to 
us.   When we walked into the funeral 
home and saw them, we knew we 
were  being lifted up and surrounded by 
the love prayers of our church family.   We 
are constantly reminded of the love of 
Jesus by how this congregation loves one 
another.  We were blessed by your 
kindness.  The Parsell Family 

Dear Church Family,  

Jennifer and I extend our heartfelt 

thanks to our covenant family for all 

the prayers, thoughts, cards visits 

and phone calls during my illness. 

God is gracious and there truly is 

peace that is beyond understanding. 

We both know that God will meet 

our needs as He defines them. In His 

Love, Richard Smith  

From the Emory and Luckadoo families - Words alone can not 

express the love and outreach we all felt during the recent illness 

and passing of David Luckadoo.  The prayers, words of 

encouragement, cards, and food were truly a blessing to us and 

were greatly appreciated.  We are deeply saddened at the loss of 

David in our lives, but we rejoice in knowing that Davidôs soul 

will live forever with our Lord, as he was a devout Christian man; 

and in knowing that we will see him again in heaven.  This 

assurance is what gives us strength during this time of great loss.  

We are truly blessed that we have such a loving and merciful 

heavenly father, and that His love and mercy is reflected by His 

people at Weaverville Presbyterian Church.  A special thanks to 

all the women of Circle #3, Shelia Cheek and Sandra Tweed for 

the fantastic food they provided us.  This act of generosity and 

caring was such a blessing, as David had many friends and family 

to visit, and without it we would have gone hungry.  Thank you 

again for all your support during our time of great need. 

A special thank you to all those involved in the WIC Union 

meeting on October 24.  The Fellowship Hall was transformed 

into an Autumn Paradise by Nell Jean McDarris, Betty Dendy 

and Martha McGeoch.  As always wonderful refreshments were 

provided by each circle and the individual pieces of arts 

otherwise known as cupcakes were provided by Olivia 

VanderElzen.  The music of angels surrounded us through the 

musical gifts  of Linda Jones, Linda Cole, Karen VanderElzen 

and Kirk McKay.  Thanks also to Jim Rogers for amplifying  our 

sound and to Elaine for providing the programs.  A special thank 

you to the WIC Council and to all the ladies who comprise the 

Women in the Church.  WIC President, Tena Cole 

A HUGE thanks all those who 

worked so hard during our 

outreach on Halloween Night. We 

served a record 400+ hotdogs, 

the music was wonderful, the 

CLOWN was wonderful, the food 

and fellowship were wonderful. 

We received grateful thanks from 

many of our visitors. Thank you 

for being willing to step out and 

serve our community and show 

Christ's love in a practical way. 

God Bless!  Mark & Lynda Sondles  

Dear Church Family: 

 Thank you for your thoughtful expressions of sympathy ς the 
flowers, cards, prayers, and hugs.  Daddy lived a productive, 
purposeful, and happy 87 years.  While we mourn the loss of his 
earthly life, we rejoice in his eternal life with Jesus.  Eddie and 
Linda Cole (The Family of Gus Rice). 

Dear Church Family, 

Thanks to everybody for your cards, 

phone calls and especially your 

prayers during my recent surgery.  In 

Christian Love,   Mary Ruth Blackwell  
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Missionaries of  the Month ~ Glenn & Bonnie Lafitte 
Thirty years ago ï in 1981 - Glenn was accepted for missionary service with HCJB Global. In 1977 

at his home church in Augusta, Georgia, he had made a commitment to go wherever the Lord sent 

him and do whatever the Lord wanted him to do. During his physician assistant studies, he fit in 

mission trips to Honduras and Ecuador. While teaching in the PA program, he took courses at what 

is now Columbia International University (formerly Columbia Bible College). In 1981 he came to 

the US/Mexico border, about 14 miles from where we now live, to study Spanish at Rio Grande 

Bible Institute in preparation for missionary work in Ecuador. When he first arrived in Ecuador in 

June of 1982, he had never heard of Bonnie Brawand.  

After I (Bonnie) graduated from Wheaton College, I went to Ecuador as an intern with 

Wheatonôs Human Needs and Global Resources (HNGR) program, jointly arranged 

through Wheaton and HCJB. My project involved music and health care (yes, a 

fascinating combination!). Glenn had been in Ecuador for two weeks when I arrived for 

my six-month internship. Before June 29, 1982, I had never heard of Glenn Lafitte.  

We first met in HCJBôs Community Development Department! After two weeks of 

orientation meetings, we were sent to different parts of Ecuador, each working with the 

Quichua people. We fell in love and were married May 7, 1983. After over six years of 

ministry in Ecuador, we moved to the US/Mexico border with the World Radio Network, which began under the 

auspices of HCJB Global. From 1989-1998 we worked with WRN station KBNL in Laredo, and since that time 

weôve been in the McAllen area at WRN Headquarters, working for the network as a whole.  

Jared Brawand Lafitte was born on July 31, 1986 in Houston while Glenn and I 

were studying for our Master of Public Health degrees.  

Justin Brawand Lafitte was born in Laredo on May 7, 1989, on Glennôs and my 6th 

wedding anniversary.  

We thank God with all of our hearts for these two sons. They have been, and 

continue to be bounteous gifts beyond anything we could have imagined. Many 

books could be written on our adventures as a family!  

Through Jaredôs marriage to Mandy, we now have a precious daughter.  

God is faithful. He has carried us through all 

these years. In Ecuador, our ministry included health care and music on many 

levels, with everyone from the rich to the poor in various parts of the country. 

Here on the US/Mexico border, ministry has included music and personnel. 

Glenn became Director/CEO of WRN in 2003.  

In Glennôs very first prayer letter he wrote, ñFaithful is He who calls you, and He 

will also bring it to pass.ò (I Thessalonians 5:24) Has it all been easy? No, 

sometimes the struggles have been deep and hard. That is to be expected in a life 

of ministry. The joy and fulfillment have been phenomenal. What has been 

pictured here is, of course, only a miniscule fraction of the whole story. God led 

through many who came before us, including our parents, grandparents, great grandparents, and others. Brothers and 

sisters in Christ along the way have helped carry us along. Our awesome God carries out His plans and we are so 

honored to participate in helping extend His Kingdom.  



2011 WIC Events 

Circle Meetings 

November 20 ~ WIC 
Council meeting 

 

December 3 ~ WIC 
Christmas Banquet ~ 
4:00-6:00 pm 

Circle #2 ~ 1:00 

November 1  

Conference Room 

Circle #1 ~ 1:00  
November 7  

Conference Room 

Circle #3 ~ 6:30 

November 1 

Fellowship Hall 
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WIC Officers 
President:   

Tena Cole 
 

Vice-President:  

Jennifer Smith 
 

Secretary/Treasurer:  

Jo Ann Stradley 
 

Christian Growth:          

Carol McAbee  

 

 
December 18 ~ WIC 
Council meeting  

WIC Annual Christmas DinnerWIC Annual Christmas Dinner  
 

December 3, 2011 / 4:00 pm ï 6:00 pm 
 

*Menu* (catered by Howard & Jewel Bridges) 

Beef tips and rice, green beans, squash casserole,     

seven layer salad and fruit cobbler. 
 

Cost: $12.00 
  

Program: Skit 
 

**Need ladies to decorate tables** (place setting & center 

piece..call Tena Cole or Jennifer Smith for questions) 

  

RSVP by November 21st to the church office or   

sign-up on the tear-off sheet in the bulletin and 

place it in the offertory plate on Sunday morning.  

No óextraô plates will be purchased so you must    

sign-up and pay by November 21st. 
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2011 JAARS MISSIONS TEAM 

The 2011 JAARS Missions Team left on Sunday afternooné October 

9 for the JAARS Campus near   Waxsaw NC for its yearly trip. This 

was our churchôs eleventh year to work on campus. We stayed in one 

and two bedroom completely furnished apartments during the week. 

Beth Mersfelder, JAARS Group Volunteer Leader, met with us on Sun-

day night for a brief orientation. 

During the weeké we would arrive at CAM (Construction & Mainte-

nance) at 7:45 AM for devotionals and prayer time. During the AM and 

afternoons we would go and work on designated jobs. Lunch hour is 

the Noon Hour so we would either eat in the Dining Room or our apart-

ments. We were blessed to be able to meet new friends or see and visit with 

old friends in the Dining Room.  

At night we would have team pot luck suppers or go somewhere to eat. 

One night we were blessed to be able to eat Vietnamese food prepared by 

two young missionaries who had served over there. We were also blessed 

to hear Rick tell us about their work. We also 

had Joe and Alice Parker over to eat with us 

one night. Peter and Carmosina Carlson ate 

with us on our last night out. 

The work that was accomplished for the week consisted of: 

 Moving and stacking chairs, cleaning old chairs, worked in CAMôs Tool Room,    

replaced light covers in the Boutique, replaced AC filters and fire alarm batteries, 

worked on Calendars, prepared computer programs for Beth, worked on projects for 

future teams and Missionary children (who sometime need projects to work on while 

parents are speaking to groups) and housekeeping chores. 

Thank you for praying for this yearôs team: 

Jim and Barbara Rogers, Willie and Kay Manning (Jennifer Parsellôs 

mother), Mary Ruth Blackwell, Walt Draffin, Ed Cole, Alan Larkins 

and Steve and Lagatha Russell. 

We returned early Fri-

day afternoon after a 

week full of blessings 

and lessons taught by 

our Heavenly Father. To 

God Be The Glory!!!! 

NOTE: The Boutique will not be open until sometime in the near 

future. We were able to take half of our items. JAARS ROOM is 

still open. We will be taking the rest sometime in the future. 


