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The Cornerstone

On Being Religious

Should we be religious? Let me shock you by stating as strongly as | can NO!

Let me put you at ease by defining what | mean by religion. While religion

can be defined as "a system of belief, " i a re c¢
attempt to earn the favor of God. That effort can take many forms, yet it boils

down to one working his way up to God. Biblical Christianity sees fallen man

as not capable of earning the thumbs -up from God. Rather it rests on the

grace of God to raise rebellious man to salvation through Jesus Christ.

| had already planned to write on this thought when | ran across an interview
with the author of a new biography on Dietrich Bonhoeffer - a German pastor
who was executed for leading a plot to kill Hitler during World War Il. Eric
Metaxas says:

"Bonhoeffer was saying that the Church must really be the Church, must be a Upcoming Events:

bold and uncompromising witness to Jesus. But what they had mainly been

up to that point was merely "religious" in the negative sense. The difference e June 1 ~ Circle combined
between the dead religion of the German churches and the "religionless meeting at 6:00 pm
Christianity" of real faith in Jesus Christ is the difference between fig leaves ¢ June 13 ~ Small Groups picnic
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not hing. It certainly didndot fool GO0 C .« June 28~ WIC Union meetinyV & S
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During the war the church in Germany continued to do the same religious e July 4 ~ Church picnic..5:00
things it had been doing for years. It did worship the right way and those pm

who took part took pride that they had done it right. They looked good to
their neighbors and to each other. Sadly, most in the German church were
unwilling to step out and confront the evil that had overtaken their country.
The church was very religious, but came up short in being Christian.

PCA pastor Harry Reeder states, "We need more than ritual and rites. We
need the Redeemer." Harry contends that being religious is never good
enough. He adds, "The righteousness that gets us to heaven is the
righteousness of Christ.”

Then there are these words from a church in Raleigh: "Though a majority of
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