
On Being Religious  
 

Should we be religious? Let me shock you by stating as strongly as I can NO! 

Let me put you at ease by defining what I mean by religion. While religion 

can be defined as "a system of belief," it is more commonly seen as manõs 

attempt to earn the favor of God. That effort can take many forms, yet it boils 

down to one working his way up to God. Biblical Christianity sees fallen man 

as not capable of earning the thumbs -up from God. Rather it rests on the 

grace of God to raise rebellious man to salvation through Jesus Christ.  

I had already planned to write on this thought when I ran across an interview 

with the author of a new biography on Dietrich Bonhoeffer - a German pastor 

who was executed for leading a plot to kill Hitler during World War II. Eric 

Metaxas says: 

"Bonhoeffer was saying that the Church must really be the Church, must be a 

bold and uncompromising witness to Jesus. But what they had mainly been 

up to that point was merely "religious" in the negative sense. The difference 

between the dead religion of the German churches and the "religionless 

Christianity" of real faith in Jesus Christ is the difference between fig leaves 

("dead religion") and the Blood of Jesus Christ. One was a sham that did 

nothing. It certainly didnõt fool God. The other was the only thing that could 

stand against evil. "Religionless Christianity" was true faith and obedience to 

the Lordship of Jesus Christ in every sphere ñnot just some circumscribed 

"religious" sphere, but in every sphere of life."  

During the war the church in Germany continued to do the same religious 

things it had been doing for years. It did worship the right way and those 

who took part took pride that they had done it right. They looked good to 

their neighbors and to each other. Sadly, most in the German church were 

unwilling to step out and confront the evil that had overtaken their country. 

The church was very religious, but came up short in being Christian.  

PCA pastor Harry Reeder states, "We need more than ritual and rites. We 

need the Redeemer." Harry contends that being religious is never good 

enough. He adds, "The righteousness that gets us to heaven is the 

righteousness of Christ."  

Then there are these words from a church in Raleigh: "Though a majority of 

residents in the South claim to be Christian, many are taught quaint moralism 

over the Gospel. Moralism is the greatest form of self -worship. It robs us of 

our need for God." In other words, religion can be deadly. It will kill the soul 

if one tries to perform his way to God.  

We can never be religious enough to meet the perfect standard of our holy 

God. Rejoice over and rest in finished work of Christ.  

Pastor Gillikin  

Upcoming Events: 

 

June 1 ~ Circle combined 

meeting at 6:00 pm 

June 13 ~ Small Groups picnic 

at Lake Louis 

June 28 ~ WIC Union meeting 

at Baptist Church...7:00 pm 

June 28-July 2 ~ General As-

sembly in Nashville, TN 

July 4 ~ Church picnic..5:00 

pm 
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Missionaries of the Month  

 Arnie & Nancy Gustafson  

29 Franklin Place / Hattiesburg, MS 39402  

belizeconnection@hotmail.com   
 

Dear  church family,  
  
This past week since we left you all has been a long and difficult week.  God however is faithful and true in showing us and 
especially me HIS faithfulness.   
  
I have had the evil one really pouring out his arrows onto my mind and spirit and have been struggling with doubt, fear and 
loss of the sense of God's love and grace.  This is never a good thing. However, because of the body of Christ lifting us up 
in prayer we have the strength to KNOW He will reveal Himself to us even in the midst of doubts.   
  
The place God has us reading has been in the book of Kings and in the section about Elijah.  He had faith to call down fire 
on water soaked wood and yet afterwards sat and doubted God.  God was faithful and compassionate to him, and came 
and showed himself  in a still small voice after  wind, and storm.  So it has been with me.  Much storm but always the hope 
the still small voice will come.   
  
The work of the Spirit is a work of marvel to me.  I do not understand it and must trust in faith that it is there as the eternal I 
AM.   
  
We wish each of you could know how much we cherish, but also how much we need your prayers going up before the 
throne of Grace.  We truly do sense them, and like the persecuted church cry out for them.  
  
Arnie has not found a job yet, but we know that we are not looking for a job, but waiting for our next mission.  Easy to say 
those words, not so easy to live them out each day. 
  
Please pray that: 

1. We may want to taste, to touch with our hearts, to see with our inner eyes the wonder that is God.  

2. Our passion for the lost will never waiver and that we will continue to grow in grace to present the Gospel in 

spirit and in truth to those around us whatever our role. 

3. God will open and allow us to see His will and wonder for us next mission. 

4. The evil one my not ever get a hold on our lives so that ministry and HIS glory is ever compromised. 

5. Our children and their spouses may be confronted with the Gospel and that God will encounter them in spirit 

and in truth so that they may be redeemed. 
  
Thank you again for standing with us in so many ways over the years.  God is faithful, but your human hearts and hands 
that touch our lives and souls reflect God to us so beautifully.   
  
IN HIS FIRM AND FAITHFUL GRIP, 
Arnie and Nancy Gustafson 

mailto:belizeconnection@hotmail.com


Schedule of Events 

May 1 ~ WIC Spring Retreat at 

Barnardsville Community 

Centeré.9:30-1:30 pm 

 

May 4 ~ Presbytery meeting 

at Grace Covenant in Hickory 

 

May 9 ~ Motherõs Day 

 

May 12 ~ Guest Speakeré 

Dorothy Black with NBSM 

 

May 15 ~ Mother/Daughter 

Tea...4:00 pm 

 

May 31 ~ Memorial Dayé 

Office Closed 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

       1 

Spring  

Retreat  

9:30-1:30 

2  

Cookie &  

Punch 
 

WIC Council 

meeting 

3 

Circle #1, 

1:00 pm 

4 

Circle #2, 

1:00 pm 

Circle #3, 

6:30 pm 

5  Supper ~ 5:30 

 Prayer meeting 

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

6 

Menôs bible 

study, 7:00 am 

7 

 

8 

9 

Lords Supper 

 

Happy 

Motherôs Day 

10 

 

Session & 

Deacons 

meet, 7:00 

11 

 

Gifts of 

Grace 10:00

-3:00 pm 

12 Supper ~ 

5:30 

 Prayer meeting         

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

13 

 

Menôs bible 

study, 7:00 am 

14 15 

Mother/

Daughter 

Tea 4:00 

16 

 

Mission 

meeting 

17 18 

 

19  Supper ~ 

5:30 

 Prayer meeting         

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

20   

Menôs bible 

study, 7  
 

 

21 22 

23 

 

30 

24 

 

31  Memo-

rial day 

25 

Gifts of 

Grace 10:00

-3:00 pm 

26  Supper ~ 

5:30 

 Prayer meeting         

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

27 

Menôs bible 

study, 7:00 am 

28 29 

May 2010 

Kitchen Belles News:   

Thank you for sharing your time 
with us on Wednesday nights!!! We 
enjoy serving each one of you and 
delight observing you around each 
table of love!!! And for those who 
help clean up... Bless You!!! We could 
use some extra Grocery Bags and 
clean empty plastic containers.  

Small Groups Picnic 

 

June 13 ~ Small groups will 
meet together for a picnic 
down at Lake Louis at 6:00 
pm.  If you arenôt involved 
in a small group but would 
like to please come join us.   

WIC Baby Dresser Ministry:   
 

Our new mom-to-be is  

having a boy.  She is due 

August 2, 2010.  Letôs  

begin filling up the dresser 

that is located in the         

Fellowship Hall.   
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Revenues    

Tithes & Offerings $22,560.21 $82,288.17   

Expenses    

Staff 13,018.35 38,708.23   

Church Facilities 8,195.44 14,488.87 

Music Ministries 523.67 1,630.31 

Ministries 341.33 1,634.09 

Mission Ministries 0.00 12,896.96 

Local Ministries 3,801.00 3,801.00 

PCA Obligations 2,440.00 2,440.00 

Total  $28,319.79 $75,599.46 

   

2010 March Report           MTD                  YTD 

Elder & Deacon nominations will be received until May 31.  All members of the congregation 

are asked to prayerfully consider this important process to nominate as the Lord leads.  Please 

complete the yellow nomination form (located in the foyer, back of church, church office or 

one can be sent to you).  You may turn these nomination forms into the church office, an Elder 

or Pastor Skip.  Elders and Deacons serve 3 years and you have to be inactive for at least one 

year before serving on either board again. 
 

Here is a list of active Elders & Deacons and their elected term: 
 

    Elders:  2009-2011 ~ Austin Cole, Frederick Ray & Tom Ray 

         2010-2012 ~ Steve Russell & Richard Smith 
 

    Deacons:  2008-2010 ~ Don MacMillan 

                   2009-2011 ~ Herb Edmonds, James Emory, Frank Stradley & Jim Tweed 

                  2010-2012 ~ Henry Dendy, Walt Draffin & Tom Reeder 


