
On Being A Disciple 

 

This marks the 33rd time my written words to you have had the title "On Being . . ." I 

just quickly read all of the previous 32 penned over almost the last three years. I have 

found the common theme all of them have. My pastoral desire is for our church to be 

full of disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

I shared this with the elders and deacons at our combined meeting in February. This is 

to be the focus of ministry. We placed at high value at our church of being part of the 

Great Commission. Look up Matthew 28:19-20. There Jesus commissions the disciples 

in whom He had taught for over three years. In His marching orders He tells them to go 

out into the world and make disciples. It will be done by baptizing them - that is bring 

them into the covenant community. Then they are to be taught to obey all that Jesus has 

commanded. Jesus promises to be with them forever. 

 

Steve Smallman (a PCA pastor) in a wonderful book called "The Walk" uses the 

opening chapters of Mark to arrive at a solid definition. He writes, "a disciple of Jesus is 

one who has heard the call of Jesus and has responded by repenting, believing the 

gospel, and following Jesus." Please note the three parts: 1) Turning from sin; 2) By 

faith trusting in the saving work of Christ on the cross; and 3) Demonstrating that saving 

faith by obeying the commands of Christ. In Mark 1:19 Jesus calls Peter and Andrew to 

follow Him. A disciple follows Jesus. Steve goes on to comment, "An authentic disciple 

is not just inspired by Jesus; he or she is transformed by Jesus." 

 

In the third part of this series I wrote about being sheep. If I may quote myself, "What 

does it mean to be a sheep? In Biblical terms, a sheep is one who has become one a 

follower of Jesus." I went on to note that with great joy and confidence we can say as 

David did in Psalm 23 "The Lord is my Shepherd." Now I paraphrase that sheep need a 

shepherd. God has given His sheep shepherds. Presbyterians call them elders. This year 

the elders will be making a focused effort to make disciples. That is the mandate that 

our Savior has given. 

 

Each of the three parts of the Great Commission is part of an ongoing process that will 

stop only when God calls us home to heaven. We must continually repent of the sin that 

continues to beset us. That is why we have confession of sin as part of our worship 

service. We must believe daily in the saving work of Christ. We must live out daily the 

faith we confess, lest our faith be without works and show itself to be dead. 

 

May we joyfully be disciples of Jesus. 

 

Pastor Gillikin 

Upcoming Events: 

March 20 ~ Celebration of 

Women...5:00 pm 

March 22 ~ WIC Union meeting 
at the Methodist Church...7:00 

pm 

March 25 ~ Lifeline Screening 

all day in the Fellowship Hall 

March 28 ~ Palm Sunday 

April 1 ~ Maundy Thursday 

Service...7:00 pm 

April 4 ~ Easter 
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Missionaries of the Month  
Dick & Ann Dye (MTW)  
APDO-3-40 Querataro, QRO.  

CP 76150 Mexico  

RichardDye@mtwsa.org / www.christ4mexico.org  

 

On Sunday, February 14 we celebrated Valentineôs Day at the San Jose 

Mission (among the underprivileged on the outskirts of Querétaro) with 

the showing of the film Fireproof (A Prueba de Fuego), along with re-

freshments and gifts.   

 

Please pray:  

     1.  for this special outreach, where the message of love and the understanding of true marriage are  

          desperately needed.   

     2.  for Daniel and Estér Pinto, church planters of this mission, who are struggling with health problems.   

     3.  for God to provide a pastor for the Nuevo Amanecer Mission. 

     4.  for complete healing of Dick´s left foot, which became badly infected recently. 

   

Love, Joy, Peace, Hope 
 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 

in him.  In this way, love is made complete among us.  We love because he first loved us.  I John 4:16-19 

One result of a love relationship with Jesus, expressed through abiding obedience, is joy!  
Joy in Jesus! Joy in living our lives for Him! Joy in abiding and obeying! Joy that is complete.  Someone has 

defined joy as peace dancing! And Jesus, with eyes that must have sparkled in anticipation of the blessing that 

His beloved friends were going to receive, explained, "I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 

that your joy may be complete" (John 15:11). 
 

May the God of love fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 



Schedule of Events 

April 1 ~ Maundy Thursday 

service at 7:00 pm 

April 2 ~ Good Friday ~ office 

closed 

April 4 ~ Easter Sunday 

April 5-11 ~ Pastor Skip on 

vacation 

April 11 ~ Cookie & Punch 

reception (date change) 

April 11 ~ BRIO concert, 4:00 

pm 

April 18 ~ Mission Emphasis 

Sunday, Arnie & Nancy 

Gustafson 

April 18 ~ Richieõs prayer 

group 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Circle #1, 

1:00 pm 

2 

Circle #2, 

1:00 pm 

Circle #3, 

6:30 pm 

3 Supper ~ 5:30 

 Prayer meeting         

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

4 

Menôs bible 

study, 7:00 am 

5  

SonShiners 

bible study, 

9:30-11:30 am 

6 

7 Cookie &  

Punch 

Richieôs 

prayer group 

8 

Session & 

Deacons 

meet, 7:00 

9 

Gifts of 

Grace 10:00

-3:00 pm 

10 Supper ~ 5:30 

 Prayer meeting 

(Jill Britton) ~ 

6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

11 

Menôs bible 

study, 7:00 am 

12 

SonShiners 

bible study, 

9:30-11:30 am 

 

13 

14  1 hour 

forward 

Communion 

WIC Coun-

cil meeting 

15 16 17 Supper ~ 5:30 

 Prayer meeting         

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

18 

Menôs bible 

study, 7:00 am 

19 

SonShiners 

bible study, 

9:30-11:30 am 

20 SPRING 
 

Celebration 

of Women 

5:00 pm 

21 22  

WIC Union 

meet 7:00 

Methodist 

Church 

23 

Gifts of 

Grace 10:00

-3:00 pm 

24 Supper ~ 5:30 

 Prayer meeting         

~ 6:30  

Choir ~ 6:30 

25  Menôs 

bible study, 7  
 

Lifeline 

Screening all 

day in FH 

26 

SonShiners 

bible study, 

9:30-11:30 am 

27 

28 

Palm  

Sunday 

29 30     
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