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The Cornerstone  

 

On Being Powerless 
 
"POWERLESS" read the headline in the Asheville paper a few days after the big 

storm hit our area. Most of us could relate as we had lost our electricity for periods 

ranging from a few hours to several days. Some folks had generators to keep the 

lights on, the heat going and the frig running. Others, like at my house, relied on a 

fireplace and candles. It might be fun to ócamp out" at home for a few hours, but it 

gets old quickly. Face it, when the power goes off we cease to be in control and 

that leads to a feeling of helplessness. That in turn causes us to fear. 
 

Fear will cause people to do irrational things. You may remember a couple of years 

ago when an ice storm left the Charlotte area without power, many people died as 

they cooked food on their charcoal grills inside. When the gas pumps went dry 

around here recently, some people feared running out of fuel for their cars and 

spent hours waiting in line just to get and few gallons to top off their tanks. 
 

But, are Christians really powerless? We need not be - though it is good that we 

are. No double speak here. It is good to admit that we are weak. When we do that 

we are telling ourselves and others that we are dependant on Godôs grace. The 

apostle Paul was quick to state (and even boast) that he was weak. These words 

from 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 need little explanation: "But he (the Lord) said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's 

power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in 

insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong." 
 

When relying on Godôs grace Christians have Godôs power working in them. 

Whose power would you want to rely on - yourôs or Godôs? I trust you will rest in 

the power of God daily to do what you in yourself cannot do. We are powerless to 

save ourselves, but with Godôs grace at work in us we are His children and can live 

lives that glorify Him. [For more on this, take a concordance and look up 

references to power and weakness.] 
 

Progress Energy and the French Broad Co-op may fail to deliver electricity to us, 

but Godôs grace will faithfully come our way each and every day. 
 

Resting in His power, 

Pastor Gillikin 
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There is a Menõs Bible Study available for all men who are interested.  They meet 

every Thursday  morning at 7:00 am at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Mars Hill.  

Hope to see  you there. 

 

Richie Olsen and his Sunday Morning Prayer Group meet the first Sunday of 

each month at 11:00 am in the Church Office Conference Room.  They pray about the 

worship service, the pastor, the congregation and other prayer request.  This prayer 

group is open to everyone.   

 
ARCHIVES - Monday from 9:00-1:00 pm.  The loose archival material is now all in 
books in chornological order.   Please come and browse and reminisce ~ call Elaine at 
645-7344 or Jill at 658-1957 for an appointment. 
 
Donõt forget to bring non-perishable food items for North Buncombe Samaritan 
Ministries (NBSM).  You can bring your items and put them in the church foyer or 
the church office.  This is an ongoing ministry in our church. 
 
The ESL Project meets at the First Baptist Church on Main Street every Monday eve-
ning from 6:30-8:30 with 10-25 students.   Tutors and child care persons are needed.  
The PCA/Weaverville is to provide 2-3 tutors from 8:00-8:45pm the third Monday of 
each month.  Child care on the third Monday is also the Presbyterian Churchõs respon-
sibility.  Volunteers are greatly needed on these days, as many days we have had no one 
show up to work.  Those wishing to work with the children need to arrive at 6:15pm 
and plan to stay until 8:45pm.  There are lots of toys and learning opportunities for 
the children.  If anyone is interested, please contact Sue Lever or the church office. 
 
Read the Today booklets online for FREE.  Go to  www.thisistoday.net  and they 
will send you a daily devotional right to your email. 
 
Family Night Supper  ~ Wednesday Evenings at 5:30 pm ~ All are welcomed ~ 
PRICE: Adult - $4.00éChildren under 12 - $3.00 éMaximum per family - 
$12.00éChildren under 6 eat freeé1st visit for anyone is FREE ~ Please sign-up    
on the tear-off sheet in your bulletin and place it in the offertory plate. 
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