
The Cornerstone                                       

[Disclaimer: This is not being written because Valentineôs Day comes on the 14th of 

this month and the ladies of the church wanted me to remind the men of that event.] 
 

Song writers tells us that love is what makes the world go round. Indeed, songs often 

sing of love. Love that is enjoyed. Love that has been lost. Love that is yearned for. 
 

Jeremiah 31:3 opens with wonderful words" I have loved you with an everlasting 

love." These are words that could go on a Valentineôs card only sent by God. While 

someone may pledge everlasting love, only God can deliver. While human love 

hopefully lasts "until death do us part, Godôs love endures not only until death, but 

also after death. 
 

Godôs love for His children did not start when He spotted us across the room and got 

a special feeling in his heart. Jeremiah 31:3 goes on to say that He draws us to 

Himself. Jesus explains in John 6 that no one could come to Him in faith unless the 

Father draws that person. Scripture (see Ephesians 1:4 and 1 Peter 1:2) tells us that 

God chose who would be His before the foundation of the world. This shows that 

Godôs love for His people goes beyond the bounds of time as we know it. 
 

Godôs love for His children is a costly love. Human love is often selfish. God 

showed His love by sending His only Son to die a horrible death so by faith in that 

work of Jesus all who believe would be forgiven of sin and be lovingly adopted by 

the Holy God. 
 

The benefits are resting in Godôs eternal love are delightful. We have significance 

because for reasons unknown to us we are recipients of Godôs love. We have 

security since Romans 8:35-39 states that nothing can separate from the love of 

Christ. We have a purpose for living to the glory of the Father. We have the 

privilege of praying to our Heavenly Father. We are never alone because God has 

promised to never leave or forsake us. We have no need to worry since God 

graciously provides and cares for His children (Matthew 6:25-34). 
 

So while we are free to enjoy love songs and the celebration of Valentineôs Day, 

may we even more rejoice that we are loved with the everlasting love of our great 

God. 
 

Rejoicing in His love with you, 

Pastor Gillikin 

On Being Loved 

First Presbyterian 
Church  

February 

2012  

Jack Gillikin 
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Weaverville, March 7 ~ Fanny Pidge, the unusual pigeon that lives at the Presbyterian manse in 

Weaverville, has developed a new characteristic-or maybe she has had it all along and it has only 

been discovered recently.  Fanny loves 

to visit all the shut-ins she can find 

around town. 

Maybe Fanny Pidge has been doing this 

for months, but only a few weeks ago, 

when the newspaper article came out 

about Fanny Pidgeôs desire to attend 

church, several persons reported that 

Fanny Pidge had been a frequent visitor 

at their homes. 

One elderly lady who lives alone said 

that Fanny came to the corner of her 

front porch nearly every day and called 

for her to come out for a visit. 

A little boy, who has to spend most of 

his time resting, had found a great deal 

of pleasure in Fanny Pidgeôs daily visits 

to his window. 

Another lady who spends almost all of 

her time in bed, said that almost every 

morning Fanny Pidge flew against the 

screen, which is her pigeon way of ask-

ing to come inside, or else she perched 

on the window ledge while the lady 

talked to her. 

Fanny loves children-that is, most children.  There are some she shuns entirely.  Every day she 

flies down to the school about the time for school to dismiss so she may accompany the children 

home. Sometimes she flies over their heads, sometimes she walks proudly along the sidewalk or 

sometimes she is fortunate enough to have one of them carry her in his arms or get a ride on his 

shoulder. 
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BEACON ONION RINGS  
  

3 large Bermuda onions, about 3 lb. 

2 large eggs, lightly beaten 

2 cups buttermilk 

2 cups flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

2 teaspoons salt 

Oil or shortening for deep frying. 

Salt to taste 
  

Peel, then slice onions into 1/4 inch slices and break up into individual rings.  Soak onions in large 
bowl filled with ice water for at least one hour until fully chilled. 
  

In mixing bowl, beat eggs with buttermilk.  Stir in flour, baking soda and salt.  In deep fryer, heat fat 
to 350 degrees.  Remove a few onion rings from ice water and thoroughly pat dry.  If membrane 
separates from onion, remove it.  Dip onion rings into buttermilk batter, letting excess drip off.  Fry 
in hot fat, turning once, until golden brown.  Do not crowd fryer.  Drain rings on paper towels; keep 
warm in oven at 200 degrees.  Repeat and continue frying remaining onion rings. a few at a 
time.  Serve as soon as possible.  Salt to taste before serving.  Makes four to six servings. 

Gifts of  Grace is in need 

of  cotton fabric.  We 

would appreciate any   

unused cotton fabric you 

have to share. 

Calendar/Card Ministry  

The first Monday and Tuesday of 

each month weôll be making calen-

dar/cards for missionaries.  Join us in 

the Fellowship Hall from 10:00-3:00 

pm.  Cards are needed. 

Missionary of  the Month ~ Catherine Peeke 
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Dear Church, 
 

     Many of you heard a couple of weeks ago that I would be spending most of my summer in Malaysia this  year. 

Many of you also know that for the past two summers I had the privilege of attending a leadership project in     

Orlando, which was incredibly influential on my walk with God. I hope that I have made it abundantly clear  to 

everyone in the Church how much of a part of my walk with God you have been and continue to be through sup-

porting me on those trips, both monetarily and prayerfully.  
 

     The past few years, through you and others close to the family, God showed me how faithful he can be through 

providing all of and even more of the funds I needed to go on these summer projects, and to Honduras over my 

last spring break, and I am praying that God would continue to provide through you all this semester that His 

Kingdom may be grown in huge ways. In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus gives us the Great Commission saying, ñAll 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to  observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ò With the Gospel as motivation, and 

these verses on our heart, our team going to Malaysia believes God wants to take the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth through us, and through people in Malaysia. Because of this, we will be spending most of our time with    

college students around the capital city, Kuala Lumpur, while learning how to walk with God in a different culture 

and bringing the Word to the people. The team consists of men and women from Campbell, UNC and NCSU led 

by Zach Griep who is on staff with Campus Outreach at Campbell.  
 

     As I mentioned before, I spent my last spring break in Honduras, and am planning to do so again. God made it 

evident last year that He wants to make Himself known to the people of Honduras, and that He is doing a great 

work through their hearts. Our team of 12 saw over 50 Hondurans profess faith in Christ in only one week. Be-

tween both of these trips I need to raise $6,400. Both trips are all inclusive, Malaysia being $5,300 and Honduras 

$1,100. The dates for the trips are now set to be in Malaysia from May 20th to July 7th, and weôll be leaving for 

Honduras on March 4th and returning March 11th. I invite all of you to be in prayer for both countries of     

Malaysia and Honduras, that God would make their hearts receptive of the same Gospel that has transformed our 

own lives. If you would like to support me for either trip, please mail a check to me at the following address, and 

call me with any questions at (828)-779-1833  
 

57 Church Street  /  Weaverville, NC 28787 
 

     Please note that I have to have $300 for Honduras by February 3rd, and all of the $1,100 

by the end of February. The money for Malaysia is not due until April. I am so thankful for 

how faithful the whole Church   has been to me the past few years with everything you have 

done for me, and how God has used you in my life. Thank you all in advance for your contin-

ued prayers and monetary support.  
 

With Love in Christ, 

James MacDonald 
 

ñFor I am unashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek.ò- Romans 1:16 

 

Update:  $450.00 has been collected as of February 3, 2012. 
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Members of First Presbyterian Church ~ 

Thank you so much for all the prayers, 

food, flowers and thoughtfulness you 

did for our family when David passed 

away.  You are a wonderful 

church.  Sincerely, Jane Luckadoo 

Dear All ~ How do I begin to thank you 
for all of  the many years of  prayers and 
thought?  You are now officially my 
òWeaverville Family.ó  Much love to you 
all.  Thank you for the beautiful plant.  I 
look at it as I write this card.  In 
Christ,  Chip & Lynne LeClerg McGeary 

Thank you so very much for all your love, support 

and prayers over the passing of my sweet Uncle 

Don.  We miss him terribly but rejoice in knowing he 

has a new body and is free from pain and suffering.  

He is now with his Heavenly Father and we praise 

the Lord for His grace and mercy.  On behalf of my 

family...the Garrison family...we thank you so very 

much.  I love each of you and thank God for you.  

Elaine 

February 2012    

Roger & Lou Cole 

432 Mountain View Road 

Mars Hill, NC 28754 

314-914-6592 

ôKõ Youncke 

One Barnett Shoals Dr. 

Weaverville, NC 28787 

658-1540 

Peter & Paula Bentz 

9 Harwood Cemetery Rd. 

Barnardsville, NC 28709 

777-3317 

Sarah Boles 

71 Boles Cove Road 

Weaverville, NC 28787 

645-7487 

To My Church Family ~ Thanks is a 

small word but means a lot, especially to 

me.  Our church does take care of  the 

widows and I appreciate all they have 

done for me.  Love in Christ, Isabel Cole 

Here is a list of local missions that 

our church participates in.  If you 

are interested in getting involved 

please contact the church member

(s) listed below. 

 

*ABCCM  ï Sheryl Olsen or Joyce 

Fisher  

*NBSM  ï Barbara Rogers    

Senior Meals Site ï Sue Lever  

*Gifts of Grace ï Jill Britton     

*New Directions ï Dave & Bridget 

Walls 

*Samaritanôs Purse ï Jim Rogers 

or Golden Friends     

*Weaverville Union Meetings ï 

WIC Council    

Local Missions 2012 
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Persecuted Church  
 

For Christians in North Africa and the Middle East, 2011 was a year of unprecedented change and  

upheaval.  The political and religious landscape underwent seismic shits, and will continue to remain 

volatile and unstable.  The aftershocks of the protests and revolutions of the ñArab Springò will con-

tinue to be felt across the Muslim world for years to come.   

These times of uncertainty bring a double challenge to Christians in some of the most restricted   

countries.  As 2012 dawns, believers see both new levels of persecution and threat, while glimpsing 

new opportunities for outreach and growth. 

Jawud is a Syrian Christian who tells firsthand of this double challenge.  ñMy heart is broken as I see 

what is going on in my countryò, Jawud shares.  ñWe donôt remember any year as bad as 2011.  I have 

never felt a heavier burden for my people.  Our situation is really, really serious.ò 

While the challenges for Syrian Christians are intensifying, Jawud is also excited to share his hope for 

the country.  ñWe must always look up and never look down.  Itôs always darker before the dawn,ò 

Jawud says. 

Believers in Libya tell a similar story.  Since the death of Muammar Gaddafi, and the downfall of his 

cruel regime, Christians are waiting to see how the future of their country will unfold. ñThe new       

government will, or course, be Islamic, so the situation for Christians will not change overnight.  That 

said, the situation in Libya could hardly get any worse-so the change of power is good for the country.ò 

ñThe most important thing for Libya now is PRAYER. PRAY with Libyan Christians for more openness 

and boldness in outreach, as well as PRAYING for real long-term change in the countryò. 

Brother Raheem, a church leader from Baghdad tells how he sees the double challenge-of new 

threats and new opportunities-working out for Iraqi Christians. ñIt has been a very difficult time,ò        

Raheem begins, recalling the vicious bomb blast which killed over 50 Iraqi believers in Baghdad a    

little over a year ago. ñYet, we have not lost the profound hope and conviction of the Good News.  I 

still pass on to others the hope we have in Jesus.ò 

Our PRAYERS for Christians in Syria, Libya, Iraq-and throughout the region-are vital in the year 

ahead, as believers face the double challenge of new opportunities and new threats.  Brother Raheem 

speaks on behalf of persecuted believers across the unstable and volatile countries of the Muslim 

world: ñWe are very happy to know that you are people like us who believe in the POWER OF 

PRAYER.  WE DEPEND ON YOUR PRAYERS as we walk daily in our hazardous land.ò 



February Deaconõs Bench 

 Have you noticed something broken or not working correctly at 

the church.  Please give Elaine a call or drop her an e-mail to 

tell her about it.  She will let the deacons know so the item 

can be fixed.  We will try to keep you informed regarding the 

status of the repair. 

Copies of the 2012 Budget can be obtained in the church office 

or on the table in the entrance to the sanctuary. 
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New Direction Farm Meats (USDA Inspected / raised by students & staff) 
 

Grass Fed Beef (by the pound) Pork (by the pound) 

Ground beef ~ 4.00   Ground sausage ~ 3.00 

Roast ~ 4.00    Pork Chops ~ 4.00 

Ribeye ~ 9.00    Roast ~ 4.00 

Sirloin ~ 8.00 

T-Bone ~ 9.00   central pick-up in Asheville/Weaverille area 

Cube Steaks ~ 3.00    689-4850 / call ahead to place your order 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Prayer/Bible 
study..6:30 
 

Choir..7-8:30 

2 
�0�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H��
study...7:00 am 

3 4 

5 
 
Cookie & Punch 
 

6  Card 10-3:00  
 
Circle #1, 1:00 
pm 

7  Card 10-3 
 

Circle #2 ..1:00 
 

  Circle #3 ..6:30 

8  Supper...5:30 
Prayer/Bible 
study..6:30 
 

Choir..7-8:30 

9 
 
�0�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H��
study...7:00 am 

10 11 

12 
�/�R�U�G�¶�V���6�X�S�S�H�U 
 
Mission Team 

13 
 
Session & Dea-
cons meet 7:00 

14 
Gifts of Grace 10-3 
 
Happy Valentines  

15  Supper...5:30 
 

Prayer/Bible 
study..6:30 
Choir..7-8:30 

16 
 
�0�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H��
study...7:00 am 

17 
 
Office closed 

18 

19 
 
WIC Council 
meeting 

20 
 

21 
 

22  Supper...5:30 
 

Prayer/Bible 
study..6:30 
 

Choir..7-8:30 

23 
 
�0�H�Q�¶�V���%�L�E�O�H��
study...7:00 am 

24 

 
25 

26 27 28 
 
Gifts of Grace 10-3 

29Supper...5:30 
Prayer/Bible 
study..6:30 
Choir..7-8:30 

   

February 2012  

Can you guess who this is? 

Age 4 

If you have a  pic-

ture you would like 

for us to òGuess 

Who This Isó please 

bring it to the 

church office or 

email it to the office 

(all pictures will be 

returned to owner.) 

Last month:                              
Sophie Robinson 


