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On Being Nice
| am all for people being nice. We should all try to be nice and apolog

O60pl eased and 6thank youd and be

However, there is much more to being a Christian than being nice.
Sociologist Christian Smith was

want to call Christian. Here word for word are its main points:
The First Presbytgrian A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over

ille.human life on earth.
Chire B Weav _VmeGod wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taud
North Carolina exists

the Bible and most world religions.

to praise and magnify '(FBhe 8entral goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about onesglf.
0

does not need to be partig

th.e n.ame oFGopl, God is needed to resolve a problem.
bringing people fo  Good people go to heaven when they die.

Christ and unitigg! hope a quick look will cause you to reject the last four points. With
: )oint one we can agree that God created all things and is in control o
them with the Cqv hings (though | wonder if those who hold to the other points would

nant Family, devalopmt God is sovereign.)

iIng them to CHIKS] The last four points have led Smith to coin the term "Christian Morali
i inJ herapeutic Deismb6b to describe
r_natunty i eq IpChristianity. Let me parse the term for you: 1) It is Christian in name
ping them for minists¥cause 2) everyone just needs to be good, even though the Bible say
tothe Churchandt®! ! are sinners and become 06goo(
God exists only to help you and the Bible is a-kelp book. 4) God is a

cosmic Santa who is taken out of the box when you need something,
ot herwise he has no place i n on

This focus on niceness is dangerous. In fact, it is deadly. Why? It allo
one to trust in his own good works to earn salvation. That opposes t
Gospel. We can never earn our salvation and, if we could, then why ¢
Jesus need to die? As a result d
the joy of showing the world a changed life by being nice (loving is a

better word) to all.

Resting in His perfect work with you,
Pastor Gillikin

the world.

when we are not nice. Parents, continue to teach your children to say
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Thereisldle n 6 s B i évailable ot all Men who are interested. Theylmeet
every Thursday morning at 7:00 am at the Wagon Wheel Restaurant in Mars Hill
Hope to see you there.

Richie Olsen and$usmday Morning Prayer Groupmeet the first Sunday of
each month at 11:00 am in the Church Office Conference Room. They gray abo
worship service, the pastor, the congregation and other prayer request. Fhis pra
group is open to everyone.

ARCHIVES Monday from 9000 pm. The loose archival material is nowall in
books in chronological order. Please come and browse and reminisce + call Elz
6457344 or Jill at 68857 for an appointment.

Dondt f or gperishableofoot itemddogth Burmcombe Samaritan
Ministries (NBSM). You can bring your items and put them in the church|foyer or
the church office. This is an ongoing ministry in our church.

TheESL Projecteets at the First Baptist Church on Main Street every Mpnday e
ning from 6:38:30 with 1425 students. Tutors and child care persons arejneeded
The PCA/Weaverville is to prow8dudors from 8:6845pm the third Monday of

each mont h. Child care on the tfhirc
sibility. Volunteers are greatly needed on these days, as many days we have hac
show up to work. Those wishing to work with the children need to arrive Jat 6:15¢
and plan to stay until 8:45pm. There are lots of toys and learning opportpnities fi
the children. If anyone is interested, please contact Sue Lever or the chprch offi

Read the Today booklets online for FREEm@Gattasistoday.net and they
will send you a daily devotional right to your email.

Family Night Suppeednesday Evenings at 5:30A4lhare welcomed~
PRICE:Aduts 4. 00ée Chi | d&3.n0 0u n&dMa x ilRRu m pler
$12. 00éChi | dr e nvisitforamyone i FRER + Plebsp signje 1
on the teaoff sheet in your bulletin and place it in the offertory plate.
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MISSIONARIES OF THE M

Merle & June Dy (Serving in Mission)
324 Lantz Avenue / Salisbury, NC 28144y e@jleno.com

God knew what the world needed that night year goodrgws i n th
of great joy that will be for all the peopte, L k. 2 g N0 That wonder ful news i s st
you enjoy it to the full.

2009 has been a good year for us, highlighted by a spedi} 4elebration of our 51 years by our children & grands in a
rustic cabin in TN. See picture. Only Amber, and Mapri 6s

HIGHS FROM 2009 Praise

* Ruthdéds and Markds came fr
Mar ksd ti me was brief.

* 23 of our 25 family together in July for our' 881. What fun

to see the cousins enjoy one another, a magnificent dinner w

Il ight s, decorations brought
entertai nment : a filsdwead ot rp
by the Tysons, a song by Austin & Cameron, with a trumpet : 4
by Sara R.! Years of memories captured on DVD! "
* The excitement seeing Amber graduate from National Guay
basic training and take the highest score in P.E. over 1000 t
* Spending 5 days w/Sarah,16, while Darrell/Ruth were at a
conference; meeting 2 Ethiopians who both have family
problems!!!

* Learning great news of Christopher, 15, in Kenya and his
athletic, social and spiritural growth!

* Austin, 10, with CP and Autism, rating in the middle of his grade 5 class, & Cameron doing well in grade 1.

* Word that Mike begins a Bible class in a new school in January, and Leticia changing from supervisor to teacher of TESL.

e éwh

CHALLENGES IN 2009 Prayer

*Seeing slow growth spiritually, and physical needs in thd3 BGousing project children we pick up Wed. nights.

* Few at twideweekdy prayerifot rgvival in our land and community.

* More famine in Ethiopia 6.2 million at risk, street girls needs, and leadership lacking in some-clmuntry areas.

* Qur middle daughterés and husbandds separation; Mer|l eds
* An Iragi family who have been evicted from their home due to lack of funds for rent. He has no job!

* Support needs for our children, nephew and many others as the dollar has been devalued.

But, thanks be to God, we are more than conquerors through His Son, Christ Jesus! Praise for 116 years of committed 'service
for SIM on Dec. 4, now in over 40 countries. Pray with us that 2010 will see great victories in new applicants, with His dee

bl essing in Bible translation, I|iterature, girlsoéhiohil dre
Bangladesh! We praise Him for you and your partnership with us in His kingdom work.

Love and appreciation, Merle and June Dye

—
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Archives

In 1978 the Women of the Church was comprised of 7 circles. The following are excerpts taken

the WIC Year Book:

Reason for Life:

[ donodt know how to say it,
that maybe we are stationed exactly where God wants us to be;
That Ilittle place I'6m filling is t
And just to do the work | do, He sent me down to earth.

|l f God had wanted other wise, I
Me just a little different, of a worse or better grade.

And, since God knows and understands all things of land and sea,
| fancy that He placed me here, just where He wanted me.
Sometimes | get to thinking, as my labors | review,

That | should like a higher place with greater things to do;

But | come to the conclusion, when the envying is stilled,

That the post to which God sent me is the post He wanted filled.
And there isndt any service |
For it may be just the reason God allowed that | be born.

but somehow

he

reckon

can give,
Author Unknown

Godos strength behind you and His ar ms
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God does not love you because you are important; you are important because God loves you.

Years wrinkle the skin, but apathy wrinkles the soul.

Do your work as unto the Loddthe pay may not be much, but the retirement plan is out of this wof

Anything that is big enough to worry about is big enough to pray about!

2010 WIC Officers

President:
Connie Buckner

Circle Meetings

Circle #1-March 1 ~ 1:00
Conference Room
Vice-President:

Circle #2-March 2 ~ 1:00 Denise Head

Conference Room

Secretary/Treasurer:
Jo Ann Stradley

Circle #3-March 2 ~ 6:30

Fellowship Hall Christian Growth:

Carol McAbee
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