
The Cornerstone                                      

Of the many characters in the Bibleõs accounts of Jesusõ birth, I find the wise 
men to be among the most interesting. We do not know much about them. They 
came from Persia and were known to practice "astrology, dream interpretation, 
study of sacred writings, the pursuit of wisdom, and magic." If around today, 
they would be considered to be spiritual. They would fit right in with the culture 
of Asheville. We can benefit from a look at them in the first twelve verses of 
Matthew two. 
 

First, they had a deep desire to worship God. They willingly left home and 
traveled many miles following the star to kneel in worship before the One "who 
was born King of the Jews." The text implies that they went immediately to 
Bethlehem after they found out the city where He would be born. They could 
not wait of bow before Jesus. 
 

It must be noted that their worship was costly. They invested much time 
(perhaps months) for the journey. They either rode camels which was not a 
comfortable means of transport or walked hundreds of miles through a dusty 
and dry area. To show their worship they present expensive gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 
 

We also see they believed the truths of Scripture. Commentators believe they 
had studied the Old Testament and were aware of its many Messianic promises. 
They took as true the words of Micah that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. 
 

As they worshiped they had great joy. Too often what passes for worship in 
churches in drab and dull with no emotional reaction by those present. Biblical 
worship is a joyful expression by one who recognizes he is in the presence of the 
Holy God. He is not worthy to be there, but God has showered him with grace 
and responds with joy. 
 

May we learn from the wise men and deeply desire to worship God with great 
cost and joy. May we hold to the truth of the Bible as we seek to know better the 
One is our King. 
 

Seeking Him with you, 

Pastor Gillikin 

On Being a Wise Man 

First Presbyterian 
Church  

December 2011  



If you have a  picture you 

would like for us to òGuess 

Who This Isó please bring it 

to the church office or email it 

to the office (all pictures will 

be returned to owner.) 

Can you guess who this is? 
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Last month:                              

Zoe Schruckmayr, Suzette 

Soule, Charlotte Soule &    

Rob Powell 

Local Missions 2011 
Here is a list of local missions that our church participates in.  If you 

are interested in getting involved please contact the church member(s) 

listed below. 

 

*ABCCM  ï Sheryl Olsen or Joyce Fisher   *NBSM  ï Barbara Rogers    

*Senior Meals Site ï Sue Lever     *Gifts of Grace ï Jill Britton     

*New Directions ï Dave & Bridget Walls 

*Samaritanôs Purse ï Jim Rogers or Golden Friends     

*Weaverville Union Meetings ï WIC Council    

New Direction Farm Meats (USDA Inspected / raised by students & staff) 
 

Grass Fed Beef (by the pound) Pork (by the pound) 

Ground beef ~ 4.00   Ground sausage ~ 3.00 

Roast ~ 4.00    Pork Chops ~ 4.00 

Ribeye ~ 9.00    Roast ~ 4.00 

Sirloin ~ 8.00 

T-Bone ~ 9.00   central pick-up in Asheville/Weaverille area 

Cube Steaks ~ 3.00    689-4850 / call ahead to place your order 

She is 22 years 

old and he is 3 

months old. 

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting 

to be held after the Worship Service on Sunday, 

December 18. The purpose of the meeting is to 

elect officers. The Session puts forth the follow-

ing for election: 
 

   Ruling Elder - Richard Cowan  

   Deacon - John Patterson, Don MacMillan and 

 Ed Cole 
 

Those rotating off are:  

    Elder Austin Cole & Frederick Ray  

    Deacon Jim Tweed, James Emory and Frank 

 Stradley  
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November 16, 2011 

Dear Jim, Barbara and the Golden Friends, 

   Thank you for coming over to Boone again, bringing 

your shoe boxes.  We appreciate all of those who were 

involved, and I speak on behalf of the children who re-

ceive them and are blessed by them.  Thanks, also, for 

inviting me to lunch.  The food and the fellowship was 

great.  May you all be blessed throughout the Christmas 

season!   In Christôs Love,  Sam McGinn 

We wanted to give our thanks to Weaverville 1st 

Presbyterian Church and to  the ones responsi-

ble,  Olivia VanderElzen along with many others 

for the donations of yarn which made it possible 

for Phyllis to knit and donate knitted toboggan 

hats to The Samaritan's Purse Christmas Shoe 

Box Project, once again. This year 145 making 

the total since 1998, of 1766 hats. Attached is a 

picture of Phyllis and  this years hats. 

 

Love from Quincy Village in Pennsylvania, 

 

Bill & Phyllis Hammaker 

204A Quincy Ct. /  Waynesboro, PA 17268 

cattail236@gmail.com 

Christmas 
Brunch 

(in lieu of  Sunday School) 

 

December 18 

9:45 am 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Menu:  ôFinger Foodsõ 
(please bring finger foods if you cané

come either way) 

 

Everyone Invited!! 
 

*NO Sunday school               

December 25*  

mailto:cattail236@gmail.com
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Missionaries of  the Month ~ 
John & Kathy Lesondak 

 

Hurbanova 1801/25 
Kosice 040 01 

Slovakia 
lesondak@mac.com 

klesondak@mac.com 

NBSM ~ For the month 

of December let us focus 

on bringing cereal, 

canned meat (treat, spam, 

beef stew), spaghetti 

sauce and canned fruit 

(no applesauce)  There is 

a basket  in the foyer and 

church office for you to 

put these items in.  They 

will be delivered to 

NBSM the week of 

December 19.   

The Thanksgiving/

Christmas meal will be 

Wednesday, December 14 

beginning at 5:30 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The 

menu will be turkey and 

dressing, ham and all the 

trimmings.  The price will 

be $5.00.  Please begin 

signing-up on the tear-off 

sheet in your bulletin.  The 

deadline is December 11. 

The Community Christmas Candlelight Walk 

will be this evening Sunday, December 11 and 

will begin here at the                                      

Presbyterian Church at                                       

6:00 pm.  We will then                                     

follow the luminaries to                                      

the Methodist Church                                         

and then end at the                                        

Baptist Church with refreshments.  This is a 

beautiful program the three community 

churches do each Christmas. 


